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Country Headline 

Cambodia Restoration work on Bayon Temple’s terrace in Cambodia’s Angkor Park 
completed 
 
The Apsara National Authority announced the completion of the restoration 
work on the third terrace at the southwest corner of Bayon Temple in 
Cambodia’s Angkor Archaeological Park. 
 
Date: December 20, 2024 
Source: Khmer Times 
Link: https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501611451/restoration-work-on-
bayon-temples-terrace-in-cambodias-angkor-park-completed/  
 

Australian students explore Khmer architecture in Cambodia 
 
A group of architecture students from Western Sydney University has 
recently visited Cambodia to explore Khmer architecture, as part of their 
studies under the New Colombo Plan. 
 
Date: December 20, 2024 
Source: Khmer Times 
Link: https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501611658/australian-students-
explore-khmer-architecture-in-cambodia/  
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Cambodia calls for international support on return of lost artefacts, more 
UNESCO listings (VIDEO) 
 
The Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet has called for international 
support on the repatriation of Cambodia’s lost artefacts and to assist in 
registering additional Cambodian heritage sites on UNESCO’s World Heritage 
List. 
 
Date: December 18, 2024 
Source: Khmer Times 
Link: https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501609850/cambodia-calls-for-
international-support-on-return-of-lost-artefacts-more-unesco-listings/  

 

Culture Ministry to host the Ancestor Handicraft Exhibition 
 
The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts of Cambodia will host the “Ancestor 
Handicraft Exhibition” from December 20 to 22 at the Khmer Kite Museum in 
Cambodia aiming to invite the public to explore traditional handicrafts from 
various communities across the country. 
 
Date: December 17, 2024 
Source: Khmer Times 
Link: https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501609194/culture-ministry-to-host-
the-ancestor-handicraft-exhibition/  

 

Japan provides an additional $900,000 for the Bayon restoration project 
 
Japan expressed its significant commitment to the conservation efforts at the 
Bayon Temple and will provide an additional $900,000 for the restoration 
project from 2025 to 2028. 
 
Date: December 15, 2024 
Source: Khmer Times 
Link: https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501608353/japan-provides-an-
additional-900000-for-the-bayon-restoration-project/  
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Indonesia Ministry of Culture aims to preserve, innovate traditions: officials 
 
The government has expressed great hopes for advancing culture in 
Indonesia with the establishment of the Ministry of Culture. 
 
Date: December 14, 2024 
Source: Anantar News 
Link: https://en.antaranews.com/news/338167/ministry-of-culture-aims-to-
preserve-innovate-traditions-official  
 

Laos Laos Expands UNESCO Legacy with New Cultural Inscriptions 
 
The Laos Fonelamvong dance has been inscribed in the UNESCO’s Intangible 
Cultural Heritage list on 5 December. 
 
Date: December 14, 2024 
Source: The Laotian Times 
Link: laotiantimes.com/2024/12/16/laos-expands-unesco-legacy-with-new-
cultural-inscriptions/  
 

Phillippines Beyond the pines: Historical sites to visit in Baguio City 

Baguio City is not only a city for summer vacation, but also holds a rich 
tapestry of history, waiting to be explored. 

Date: December 18, 2024 
Source: Rappler.Com 
Link: https://www.rappler.com/life-and-style/travel/beyond-the-pines-
historical-sites-visit-baguio-city/  
 

Thailand  Visitors step back in time at Ayutthaya World Heritage Fair 
 
Ayutthaya is celebrating its 34th anniversary as a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site with various cultural activities to showcase the wonders of Thailand’s old 
capital. 
 
Date: December 18, 2024 
Source: The Nation 
Link: https://www.nationthailand.com/news/tourism/40044266  
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Vietnam Festival spotlights ethnic minority groups’ cultural values, identities 
 
Over 1,500 artists from 16 provinces and cities across the country 
joined in the cultural festival of ethnic minority groups 2024, which 
kicked off in the central province of Quảng Trị on December 13. 
 
Date: December 16, 2024 
Source: Vietnam News 
Link: https://vietnamnews.vn/life-style/1689074/festival-spotlights-ethnic-
minority-groups-cultural-values-identities.html  
 

Cải lương theatres offer free shows about history 
 
A series of new shows on Vietnamese history will be staged for free by 
theatres in HCM City as part of the city’s art programmes to celebrate 
Christmas and New Year. 
 
Date: December 16, 2024 
Source: Vietnam News 
Link: https://vietnamnews.vn/life-style/1688989/cai-luong-theatres-offer-
free-shows-about-history.html  
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