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Open Call: Heritage Research Grant (Singapore) 

The National Heritage Board is inviting applications for its Heritage Research 
Grant (HRG) to encourage institutes of higher learning (IHLs), think tanks, 
heritage NGOs, academics, and researchers to engage in heritage-related 
research. The aim is to document and preserve Singapore’s heritage while 
exploring its connections to the broader region. 

Chiang Mai to join UNESCO’s World Heritage list 

Chiang Mai, the jewel of northern Thailand and former capital of the ancient 
Lanna Kingdom, is on the verge of becoming a UNESCO World Heritage Site. At 
the moement, the officials from the Culture Ministry, Fine Arts Department, and 
Chiang Mai Province are finalizing a nomination dossier to submit to the UNESCO 
World Heritage Centre in Paris, a step that could solidify the city’s cultural 
importance on the global stage. 

Indonesia and India Sign Agreement on Repatriation of Cultural 
Heritage Objects 

The Indonesian government has agreed to collaborate with the Indian 
government on the exchange of cultural heritage objects by signing the 
Indonesia-India Cultural Exchange Program for the period 2025 to 2028. This 
agreement marks a significant step in fostering cultural ties between the two 
nations. 
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Minister of Information visits Banteay Chhmar ruins, wishes for 
its restoration 

Cambodian Minister of Information Neth Pheaktra visited the Banteay Chhmar 
temple complex yesterday, an ancient but lesser-known Angkorian site near the 
Thai border in Banteay Meanchey province. During his visit, the minister 
highlighted the temple's historical importance and expressed a strong desire to 
see it fully restored and recognized as a prominent cultural and tourism 
landmark. 

Tieza, Cebu govt to restore church 

The provincial government of Cebu and the Tourism Infrastructure and 
Enterprise Zone Authority (Tieza) have joined forces to restore the damaged 
Nuestra Señora del Pilar Parish Church and its convent in Sibonga, southern 
Cebu. The memorandum of agreement (MOA) was signed to kick off the 
restoration project. 

Reform of Angkor ticketing system and ticket inspection officially 
launched 

 

Cambodia officially launched the Angkor ticketing system and reforms in ticket 
inspection to enhance convenience for international tourists visiting the Angkor 
Archaeological Park. The launch ceremony was presided over by Deputy Prime 
Minister Neth Savoeun, a high representative of Prime Minister Hun Manet. 

Rare votive treasures of the Cham people found in “Sacred Pit” 

Rare votive treasures of the Cham people were found during excavation at a 

Buddhist temple site in the An Phú district of Vietnam’s An Giang province. 
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Indonesia showcases returned artifacts it had sought for decades 
from the Netherlands 

Centuries-old stone Buddha statues and precious jewelry repatriated by the Dutch 
government to its former colony are now on display at Indonesia’s National 
Museum, offering a glimpse into the country’s rich heritage that had long been 
difficult for the government to recover. The collection is part of over 800 artifacts 
returned under a Repatriation Agreement signed in 2022 between Indonesia and 
the Netherlands, according to Gunawan, the museum’s head of cultural heritage.  

Myanmar fast-tracks Thanaka culture for UNESCO heritage list 

Efforts are underway to include the 'culture of Myanmar’s Thanaka' on UNESCO’s 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, following in 
the footsteps of the traditional Myanmar New Year Atar Thingyan festival. The 
Department of Archaeology and National Museum is preparing to submit the 
nomination by 31 March 2025. 

Sabah Cultural Complex to become cultural and tourism icon 

The Sabah Cultural Complex is set to become a cultural and tourism icon for the 
state, according to Tourism, Culture and Environment Minister Datuk Seri 
Panglima Christina Liew. The long-awaited project officially began with a 
groundbreaking ceremony held on Saturday, officiated by Chief Minister Datuk 
Seri Panglima Hajiji Noor. 

Many historical sites open for free during Tết 

Various tourist attractions are opening their doors for free this Tết (Lunar New 
Year) festival, making it easier for visitors to immerse themselves in Vietnamese 
traditions. 
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1,500-YEAR-OLD THAI TEMPLE SEEKS WORLD HERITAGE STATUS 

The Thai Cabinet has approved a proposal to nominate Wat Phra Mahathat 
Woramahawihan, a historic Buddhist temple in Nakhon Si Thammarat province, 
for UNESCO World Heritage status. The nomination emphasizes the temple’s 
exceptional cultural significance and its 1,500-year history as a key religious 
center in Southeast Asia. 

Thăng Long Citadel hosts special cultural events to celebrate Tết 

Many of the events are being held by the Thăng Long-Hà Nội Heritage 
Conservation Centre for the first time, with an aim of promoting traditional 
cultural values and customs. 
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