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Thailand in January 2025: A Month of Festivals and Cultural 
Wonders 

Kick off 2025 by immersing yourself in Thailand’s vibrant heritage and culture! 
January brings an exciting array of festivals and events, offering unforgettable 
experiences for both locals and travelers. From art exhibitions, cultural events 
and music festivals to traditional markets and breathtaking natural wonders, this 
month is filled with opportunities to explore and celebrate the best of Thailand. 

Singapore Art Museum and ART SG Launch Benefactor-Led Fund 
to Enhance Permanent  Collection 
 

The Singapore Art Museum (SAM) and ART SG are launching the SAM ART SG 
Fund 2025, which will allocate SGD $150,000 annually to acquire contemporary 
artworks from the ART SG fair for SAM’s permanent collection. Supported by 
patrons Carmen Yixuan Li, Pure Yichun Chen, and other anonymous donors, the 
fund aims to enhance SAM’s role as a hub for contemporary art and promote 
philanthropy in Singapore. Advisory support comes from cultural strategist Zong 
Han and ART SG Fair Director Shuyin Yang. 

Angkor Wat’s southern library restored 

The Apsara National Authority (ANA) has successfully restored the nearly 
1,000-year-old southern library on the second terrace of Angkor Wat Temple. The 
restoration, completed after five months of meticulous work, revived the ancient 
structure, which had suffered significant damage over time. 
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Lao Art Museum set to become major tourist draw 

The world’s largest museum of Lao art has officially opened in Vientiane, aiming 
to become a major tourist attraction and showcase Laos' rich artistic heritage. 

Groundbreaking ceremony for the Mo Muong Cultural Heritage 
Conservation Area associated with tourism in Hop Phong 
commune 
 

The People's Committee of Cao Phong district held the groundbreaking ceremony 
for the Mo Muong Cultural Heritage Conservation Area Project in Hop Phong 
commune. The event was attended by Mr. Bui Van Thang, Vice Chairman of the 
Provincial People's Council, along with representatives from various departments 
and Cao Phong district. The project aims to preserve the national intangible 
cultural heritage of Mo Muong Hoa Binh and promote sustainable development 
by linking culture with tourism. 

NCCA 2025 calendar features Aklan Piña weaving 

The National Commission for Culture and the Arts (NCCA) features the Aklan Piña 
weaving of the new calendar 2025. This 200-year-old handloom weaving practice, 
which produces the elegant Piña textile, is still performed by the Aklanons in the 
northwestern part of Panay Island. In December 2023, Piña weaving was 
inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
of Humanity for its traditional craftsmanship, native aesthetics, and cultural 
significance to the Philippines. 
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Singapore Art Week 2025 returns for its 13th edition with a feast 
for the senses 
 

Singapore Art Week (SAW) 2025 will take place from January 17 to 26, featuring 
over 130 events across ten days. The 13th edition will transform Singapore into a 
vibrant hub of creativity, collaboration, and community, showcasing both local 
and international artists in galleries, public spaces, and unconventional venues 
for an immersive art experience. 

Art from Indonesia, idols from Fiji: Exhibition at diaspora event 
portrays Ramayana’s cross-border reach 
A digital LED screen also showcases the Ramayana connection of 22 countries, 

with narratives highlighting the historic, cultural, religious and artistic 

expressions of the epic locally. 

Rose of Pailin Khmer opera to be staged at Chaktomuk Hall 

The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts will present the Khmer opera Kolap Pailin 
(Rose of Pailin), a romantic opera with songs and dances, from January 23 to 26, 
2025. The opera, a modern form of musical theatre, emerged in Cambodia 
between 1914 and 1918, according to the Department of Performing Arts. 

Govt aims to make culture cornerstone of national development 

The Minister of Culture has highlighted that the government is prioritizing 
culture as a key pillar of national development. During his working visit, he 
emphasized that culture is an integral part of the development process. He also 
noted that promoting culture is in line with the Law on the Advancement of 
Culture, which serves as the legal framework for managing Indonesia's rich 
cultural heritage. 
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