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Thailand to return 20 looted Cambodian artefacts

In a move highlighting strengthened cultural ties, the Thai government has
agreed to return 20 ancient artefacts to Cambodia, many of which were looted
and smuggled out during times of conflict. The items, mostly small sculptures,
were recovered by Thai authorities and are now being repatriated following
years of diplomatic and cultural negotiations between the two nations.

Push for Chiang Mai Unesco nomination

The Thai government plans to nominate Chiang Mai as a UNESCO World Heritage
Site by 2026 to mark the city's 730th anniversary. Culture Minister Sudawan
Wangsuphakijkosol announced that a committee has been developing the
nomination dossier since Chiang Mai was added to UNESCO's tentative list in
2015. The dossier highlights seven culturally significant sites, including Wat
Chiang Man, Wat Chedi Luang, Wat Phra Singh, and the historic city walls and
moat.

Khmer bronze treasures to shine at Paris exhibition

The Guimet National Museum of Asian Arts in Paris will host a major exhibition
titled Angkor Royal Bronzes: Art of the Divine’ from April 30 to September 8,
showcasing Cambodia’s rich bronze heritage. Featuring over 200 pieces,
including 126 rare loans from the National Museum of Cambodia, the exhibition
highlights both the artistic legacy of Khmer civilization and the deepening
cultural collaboration between France and Cambodia.
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Mukdahan national park showcases 4,000-year-old rock paintings

Visitors to Phu Pha Taem in Mukdahan province can marvel at ancient rock
paintings estimated to be 3,000 to 4,000 years old, as shared by the “National
Parks of Thailand” Facebook page. Nestled within Phu Sa Dok Bua National Park,
these prehistoric artworks—featuring red handprints and intricate geometric
patterns—are thought to represent maps or ritual symbols. The pigments were
likely made from crushed hematite blended with tree sap, offering a fascinating
glimpse into early human creativity.

An Giang to complete dossier for UNESCO recognition of Oc Fo -
Ba Theé relic site by 2026

The Mekong Delta province of An Giang plans to complete a nomination dossier
in 2025 to seek UNESCO World Cultural Heritage status for the Oc Eo - Ba Thé
archaeological site. Nguyén Hiru Giéng, Director of the site’s Management Board,
announced the initiative during a conference on April 21 focused on the dossier's
preparation.

Unesco registers 3 Thai ‘Memory of the World’ items

UNESCO has added 74 new entries to its Memory of the World International
Register, bringing the total to 570. The latest additions, representing 72 countries
and 4 international organizations, span diverse themes such as the scientific
revolution, women’s historical contributions, and milestones in multilateralism.
Notably, three documentary heritage collections from Thailand were recognized,
underscoring the nation's rich cultural legacy and historical importance in
Southeast Asia.
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Major prehistoric findings in Nghé An reveals ancient rituals

An archaeological team has made a significant discovery in the central province
of Nghé An, providing new understandings of prehistoric coastal communities in
the region.

Traces of Champa on Ngu Hanh Son

The ancient remnants of Champa culture at the Marble Mountains Scenic
Complex in Da Nang's Hoa Hai Ward have long been studied by archaeologists
and cultural experts, with scholarly documentation dating back to the previous
century. These historical traces remain integral to the region’s identity and
continue to influence its cultural and developmental landscape today.

Ministry preserving endangered cultural heritage elements

The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts is actively collecting and compiling data on
endangered cultural elements to include them in the national intangible cultural
heritage inventory, along with audio, photo, and video documentation.

Tighten standards for people working in cultural heritage

The Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism has introduced a Code of
Professional Conduct for cultural heritage professionals, aiming to establish clear
behavioral standards. The code seeks to unify understanding and practices in the
field, while preventing misconduct, misrepresentation, and the potential loss or
damage of cultural heritage during preservation and promotion efforts.
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