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US to return 4 sculptures looted from Buri Ram

The United States will return four ancient sculptures to Thailand that were
believed to have been stolen from Prasat Hin Khao Plai Bat II in Buri Ram
province.

RM13.66 million for preservation of Sabah’s cultural heritage,
arts

Sabah's State Government has allocated RM13.66 million in 2025 to preserve its
cultural heritage and arts, including traditional attire of ethnic groups. Chief
Minister Hajiji Noor emphasized the importance of passing down cultural
traditions to future generations and encouraged participants of the Unduk
Ngadau pageant to act as cultural ambassadors. Speaking at the Tuaran-level
Sodop Unduk Ngadau Kaamatan event, he highlighted that the event is more than
a beauty contest—it's a celebration of heritage.

Timeless beauty of Wat Khudeedao in Ayutthaya

Wat Khudeedao (also known as Wat Kudi Dao) in Ayutthaya is a well-preserved
ancient temple known for its serene atmosphere and striking ruins. Restored in
1711 during the Ayutthaya Kingdom, it features classic architecture like a central
ordination hall and a bell-shaped stupa. Despite the fall of Ayutthaya in 1767, the
temple remains a symbol of the city’s rich cultural and historical heritage,
earning its reputation for "timeless beauty."

CONTACT US @

SEAMEO SPAFA
81/1, Si Ayutthaya Rd., Dusit, Bangkok, 10300, Thailand

TEL: +662 280 4022 FAX: +662 280 4030

E-mail: spafa@seameo-spafa.org
www.seameo-spafa.org



https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3015577/us-to-return-4-sculptures-looted-from-buri-ram
https://www.theborneopost.com/2025/04/27/rm13-66-million-for-preservation-of-sabahs-cultural-heritage-arts/
https://www.theborneopost.com/2025/04/27/rm13-66-million-for-preservation-of-sabahs-cultural-heritage-arts/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/video/travel-and-lifestyle/3014677/timeless-beauty-of-wat-khudeedao-in-ayutthaya-thailand
mailto:spafa@seameo-spafa.org
http://www.seameo-spafa.org
https://www.facebook.com/seameo.spafa/
https://www.instagram.com/seameospafa/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/seameo-spafa-35a77394
https://twitter.com/seameospafa
https://www.youtube.com/user/SEAMEOSPAFA

‘”’EAnrs

o) Usaars)

SEAMEO o)
" CENTRE For ARCHAEO

Story of Pa Ning to be shown using 3D mappin

The newly-debuted Pa Ning City Museum is using 3D mapping technology to
offer visitors a special big screen performance on the 50th anniversary of the
country’s Reunification Day (April 30) and the national holiday on May 1.

Angkor Wat, Angkor Thom, and West Baray, Cambodia

Angkor Wat, Angkor Thom, and West Baray are iconic landmarks in Cambodia’s
Angkor region, showcasing the grandeur of the Khmer Empire. Angkor Wat, the
world’s largest religious monument, was originally built as a Hindu temple and
later converted to a Buddhist site, known for its impressive architecture. Angkor
Thom, the last capital of the empire, features famous structures like Bayon
Temple with its stone faces, while West Baray, a vast man-made reservoir,
demonstrates the advanced engineering of the Khmer civilization. Together, these
sites reflect the spiritual, political, and technological achievements of the ancient
empire.

Historic Sala Chalerm Thani cinema lights up for a day

The historic Sala Chalerm Thani Theatre in Bangkok briefly reopened on April 26,
2025, for a special one-day event after being closed since 1993. Originally opened
in 1918, it is Thailand’s oldest wooden cinema. The event featured a screening of
the 1993 Thai film My Wonder Year, along with community performances and
local activities, celebrating the theatre's cultural legacy and efforts to preserve it.

Hué Imperial City offers free night-time access during holidays

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of South Vietnam's liberation and reunification
and Labour Day, Hué Imperial City is offering free night-time entry from 6pm to
9:30pm through the Hién Nhon gate. Visitors can explore the historic Thiéu
Phuong garden and internal affairs office, enjoy cultural exhibitions featuring
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plants, crafts, and cuisine, and watch fireworks with cannon displays every
Saturday. Additionally, the Kién Trung Palace will host the "Journey of
Vietnamese Ceramics" exhibition, showcasing nearly 200 ancient pottery pieces
as part of the Hué Festival 2025.

Northwestern section and Naga balustrade of Banteay Samre
Temple’s terrace restored

The restoration of the northwestern section and Naga balustrade of the Banteay
Samre Temple’s terrace has been successfully completed by the APSARA National
Authority team in collaboration with GIZ.

Breathing new life into the past: Kuala Lumpur to spend $180m on
conservation and green corridors

Malaysia is investing RM600 million (S$180 million) in restoring heritage
buildings and creating walking corridors in downtown Kuala Lumpur as part of
the Warisan KL (KL Heritage) initiative. Led by Khazanah Nasional through its
subsidiary Think City, the project includes 10 flagship initiatives within a 20 sq
km area, focusing on architectural conservation and green spaces. Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim launched the project on April 25, emphasizing the need for a city
that balances modern advancement with a strong connection to tradition and
culture.

Cambodia, Australia explore expanding cultural, artistic ties

The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts and the Australian Embassy in Cambodia
are exploring opportunities to further strengthen cultural ties through increased
exchanges in the fields of visual arts, dance, music and painting.
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