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UNESCO and SACIT Join Hands with ICONCRAFT to Celebrate Thai
Artisans and Thailand’s Creative Cities Network

UNESCO, the Sustainable Arts and Crafts Institute of Thailand (SACIT), and
ICONCRAFT have launched the “UNESCO x SACIT x ICONCRAFT: A Celebration of
Thai Artisans and Creative Cities” campaign to showcase Thai textile heritage
through contemporary fashion. This nationwide initiative features master
artisans from Thailand’s seven UNESCO Creative Cities collaborating with top
design houses—including the prestigious SIRIVANNAVARI brand, founded by
Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya—to create modern pieces inspired
by traditional textiles. Launched during UNESCO Director-General Audrey
Azoulay’s first official visit to Thailand, the event aims to empower cultural
entrepreneurs, promote sustainable innovation, and encourage youth
involvement in the creative economy, highlighting Thailand’s vibrant role within
the global UNESCO Creative Cities Network.

40th Technical Session of the ICC-Angkor/Sambor Prei Kuk

The 40th Technical Session of the ICC-Angkor/Sambor Prei Kuk begins today and
runs for two days, bringing together national and international experts to assess
ongoing efforts in the protection, restoration, and conservation of historic
temples at Angkor and Sambor Prei Kuk. The session is chaired by Kensuke
Nagase of Japan and Pierre Vincent of France, under the leadership of Phoeurng
Sackona, Minister of Culture and Fine Arts. The meeting serves as a platform for
collaborative review and strategic planning to safeguard Cambodia's cultural
heritage.
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Archaeological excavation approved at Oc Eo - Ba Thé Cultural
Heritage Site

The Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism approved an archaeological
excavation at the Oc Eo - Ba Thé Cultural Heritage Site in An Giang Province,
covering 300 sq.m from June 18 to August 10. The HCM City University of Social
Sciences and Humanities, along with the Oc Eo Cultural Relic Management Board,
will conduct digs at several sites within Oc Eo Town. The site, linked to the
ancient Funan kingdom, is a nationally recognized special relic due to its
historical and cultural significance as a major trade hub between the Indian and
Pacific Oceans. Excavated artefacts will be preserved, protected, and reported to
the ministry.

Over 22 artefacts were handed to the Preah Norodom
Sihanouk-Angkor Museum

Representatives from the Japanese Tour Guide Association officially handed over
22 artefacts—21 ceramic pieces and one metal item—to the Preah Norodom
Sihanouk-Angkor Museum. These artefacts, originally acquired from residents of
Tani Village in Siem Reap Province around 30 years ago, were donated to ensure
their proper preservation and study. The museum, recognized for its role in
safeguarding Cambodia’s archaeological heritage, will preserve these items as
national treasures and use them for research. This initiative highlights the
museum’s ongoing commitment to protecting and showcasing artefacts from
excavations, studies, and public contributions.

Bronze figurine depicting dancing form of 'Ardhanarishvara' on
display in Singapore

A rare bronze figurine depicting the dancing form of Ardhanarishvara—a
composite deity representing the synthesis of Shiva and Parvati—is currently on
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display in Singapore. This exquisite artifact highlights the unique blend of
masculine and feminine aspects in Hindu mythology, symbolizing balance and
unity. The figurine’s intricate craftsmanship offers valuable insight into ancient
religious art and cultural symbolism, drawing interest from scholars and art
enthusiasts alike.

Bagan, Inwa-era murals at Apeyadana, Culamani unharmed by
quake

An earthquake recently struck Bagan, but the Archaeology Branch of the National
Museum Department confirmed that the mural paintings from the Bagan and
Inwa eras at Apeyadana and Culamani pagodas suffered only minor impacts and
remained largely undamaged. Assistant Director U Min Zaw Htwe emphasized
the preservation of the priceless historic Thanaka-wearing paintings, highlighting
their irreplaceable cultural value. Out of 3,822 UNESCO-recognized pagodas and
temples in Bagan, many popular sites such as Shwezigon and Ananda were
unaffected. Despite previous damage from natural events, swift repairs have
allowed both local and international visitors to continue exploring Bagan’s rich
cultural heritage.

Chapei Dang Veng Festival ends with winner from Siem Reap

The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts officially concluded the 2025 National
Chapei Dang Veng Festival, awarding first place to Meu Moeun from Siem Reap
for his outstanding performance. Held under the theme “Bamboo shoot grows up
to be bamboo,” the four-day festival aimed to preserve and promote Chapei Dang
Veng music as a vital part of Cambodia’s cultural heritage. The competition also
recognized Vanna Kimsean (second place) and Keo Pisal (third place). Chaired by
Hap Touch, the event encouraged youth engagement, skill development, and
cultural pride, while emphasizing the role of artists in sustaining traditional arts
through professionalism, creativity, and moral values.
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Sarawak Museum’s digital preservation project to spotlight
Kuching’s historic buildings

The Sarawak Museum Department is partnering with PCSS Consultancy Sdn Bhd
to digitally preserve several historic buildings in Kuching, including the old post
office and former court buildings, as part of efforts to safeguard the state’s
architectural heritage using modern technology. The project, funded by the State
Ministry of Education, Innovation and Talent Development and supported by
Kuching Community College, will create detailed digital maps and models to be
displayed at the Borneo Cultures Museum. Preliminary work is set to begin
within the next one to two months, with all digital materials handed over to the
Sarawak Museum Department. Recently documented buildings like the Old
Hokkien School and Darul Kurnia remain structurally sound and could be
repurposed as creative spaces for exhibitions and innovation.

Buried Buddhist Treasures found in temple complex

A remarkable archaeological discovery was made at Wat Thammachak Sema
Ram in northeastern Thailand, where a clay vessel buried 1.3 meters beneath a
7th-century Dvaravati-period reclining Buddha was unearthed. The vessel
contained 33 Buddhist relics—crafted from gold, silver, and bronze—including
rings, earrings, spiral hoops, and embossed lead-tin plaques depicting seated and
standing Buddhas, some accompanied by Brahma. Dating from the 6th to 11th
centuries, these artefacts provide valuable insights into early Southeast Asian
religious art, craftsmanship, and cultural networks, highlighting the historical
significance of the site.
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Apsara National Authority restoring the Neang Chral (roof
decoration) at Banteay Samre Temple

The Apsara National Authority (ANA) is conducting a major restoration project at
Banteay Samre Temple, focusing on the Neang Chral—significant decorative roof
elements that have deteriorated over time. Led by Long Nary from the
Department of Conservation of Monuments and Preventive Archaeology, the
team is collecting and restoring at least 300 of these features using modern
materials like mortar for improved durability. Previous restorations using cement
and iron cores were found inadequate. This initiative aims to preserve the
temple's architectural integrity, enhance its visual appeal, and attract more
visitors to the historic site.

ICC team reviews conservation progress at Sambor Prei Kuk and
Angkor sites

The ad hoc expert team of the ICC-Angkor/Sambor Prei Kuk reviewed ongoing
conservation efforts at the Sambor Prei Kuk temple complex and Angkor
Archaeological Park ahead of the committee’s 40th technical meeting in Siem
Reap. Conducted with the National Authority for Sambor Prei Kuk, the APSARA
National Authority, and international partners, the review included site
inspections of restoration work at key temple structures and updates on
infrastructure projects such as an 1,800-metre bypass road. The inspections
aimed to assess progress based on prior recommendations and ensure
archaeological integrity through detailed impact assessments and sensitive
construction methods.

Sarawak Museum receives new artefacts from public donors

The Sarawak Museum Department received important artefacts from public
donors, including antique goldsmith tools, a sei whale tail bone, copper pots,
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traditional sunhats, an old parang, and ceramic vases. These items enrich the
museum’s historical and cultural collections. State Minister Dato Sri Abdul Karim
Rahman Hamzah also announced a UNESCO evaluation for the Sarawak Delta
Geopark project, aiming for global recognition.

ANA prepares to register stones around Bayon Temple

A team from the APSARA National Authority’s Department of Conservation of
Monuments and Preventive Archaeology is conducting a detailed stone
registration project around Bayon Temple to support preservation efforts. Over
the past five months, they have cataloged various stone fragments—including
Buddha statues, lintels, and sculptures—to improve storage and identification.
According to archaeologist Phon Dara, the stones will be stored at the Baphuon
Temple complex, and identifiable pieces, such as four-faced Brahma fragments,
may be returned to their original locations. The project aims to streamline future
restoration work and preserve the temple’s historical value.

Phnom Da and Angkor Borei nominations for UNESCO World
Heritage status begins

The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts, in collaboration with 11 government
institutions, is preparing a nomination dossier to propose Phnom Da and Angkor
Borei as UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Chaired by Minister Phoeurng Sackona,
the inter-ministerial meeting highlighted the historical and archaeological
significance of these sites in Takeo province. Phnom Da features 11th-century
temples on Funan-period foundations and is recognized as the origin of the
“Phnom Da style,” while Angkor Borei, believed to be the ancient capital of the
Funan kingdom, spans 300 hectares and influenced later Khmer urban centers.
Cambodia, which currently has four UNESCO World Heritage Sites, is also
working to nominate three Khmer Rouge-era sites for recognition.
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