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Phuket’s Biennale aims to put Thai art on global map 

Thailand is launching its 2025 Thailand Biennale campaign themed Eternal Kalpa 
(“Eternal Eternity”), aiming to showcase Thai creativity on the global stage and 
transform Phuket into a sustainable cultural tourism hub. Kicked off at the Royal 
Phuket City Hotel by the Ministry of Culture, the international contemporary art 
festival seeks not only to celebrate art but also to boost the economy, inspire 
youth, and build global connections. 

Safeguarding national treasures needs detailed response 
scenarios 

Following the vandalism of the Nguyen Dynasty’s throne, experts have raised 
concerns about the vulnerability of Vietnam’s national treasures. Despite 
advanced security and global examples like the Mona Lisa and terracotta 
warriors, risks remain from both human actions and environmental factors. 
Experts urge stronger security forces, tailored preservation based on materials, 
and better funding. They also emphasize the need for detailed response plans 
and improved coordination among agencies to protect these irreplaceable 
cultural assets. 

Preserving historic sites essential for cultural and economic 
growth, says activist 

Environmentalist and activist Alexander Yee highlighted the importance of 
preserving historic buildings and sites, saying they are more than just old 
structures—they hold valuable stories about the past and help shape community 
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identity. Following the recent destruction of century-old colonial shoplots in 
Bongawan, Yee called on the Sabah state government to take stronger action to 
protect these monuments. He pointed out that preserving heritage sites not only 
safeguards culture but also attracts tourism, which supports the local economy. 
Yee also stressed the educational benefits of such preservation, promoting 
cultural exchange and a deeper understanding of history. He believes Sabah’s 
rich cultural and natural heritage should be carefully developed to benefit future 
generations socially, economically, and culturally. 

Icomos experts to assess Wat Phra Mahathat for World Heritage 
status 

Experts from the International Council on Monuments and Sites (Icomos) will 
visit Wat Phra Mahathat Woramahawihan in Nakhon Si Thammarat this week to 
assess its eligibility for UNESCO World Heritage status. Coordinated by Thailand’s 
Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning (Onep), the 
visit follows Cabinet approval earlier this year and will involve consultations 
with local authorities, residents, and academics. The temple is recognized for its 
religious and cultural significance, reflecting a blend of Hindu, Mahayana, and 
Theravada Buddhist influences across 1,500 years. The assessment marks a key 
step in Thailand’s nomination process, with residents encouraged to support the 
visit. In related efforts, Thailand also plans to nominate Chiang Mai for World 
Heritage status by 2026. 

Preserving national treasures at Da Nang Museum of Cham 
Sculpture 

The Da Nang Museum of Cham Sculpture houses 12 national treasures from the 
ancient Champa civilization and prioritizes their preservation through a 
comprehensive security and conservation system. These artifacts, including the 
rare Tara Bodhisattva Statue, are protected by 24/7 security, glass enclosures, 
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surveillance cameras, and coordination with local police. Preventive 
conservation measures such as regular inspections, cleaning, and anti-mold 
treatments are performed by a trained preservation team. The museum also 
collaborates with international experts to refine its preservation techniques and 
plans to enhance security further by recruiting more staff and adopting AI 
technologies, including RFID tagging and smart cameras, to monitor and respond 
to threats in real time. 

Historic colonial-era shoplots in Bongawan destroyed by fire 

Three rows of century-old colonial shoplots in Bongawan were recently destroyed 
by fire, causing significant loss to the area’s heritage. Environmentalist Alexander 
Yee expressed sadness over the incident but relief that no lives were lost. He 
emphasized the importance of preserving historic buildings as vital links to 
community identity, culture, and economic growth through tourism. Yee urged 
authorities to prioritize heritage conservation to protect Sabah’s rich cultural 
legacy for future generations. 

Foreigner defaces Chiang Mai temple wall 

Police in Chiang Mai are searching for a U.S. tourist who defaced the historic 
outer wall of Wat Lam Chang, a 650-year-old temple, with black spray paint 
featuring English text and a house motif near a locally painted elephant mural. 
The incident, reported by the temple’s abbot, occurred around midnight and was 
captured on CCTV, showing the man arriving alone on a motorcycle. The suspect 
has since left Chiang Mai by plane, prompting authorities to coordinate with 
immigration officials to trace his movements. Wat Lam Chang, built during the 
era of King Mangrai, has faced repeated vandalism in recent years, leading to 
costly repairs, reward offers for information, and the installation of surveillance 
cameras to protect the site. 
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Aussie donates artifacts to Nat'l Museum 

The family of the late Australian businessman Kevin Weldon, who developed a 
deep interest in Southeast Asian history in the 1970s, has donated his collection of 
prehistoric Philippine pottery to the National Museum of the Philippines. The 
official turnover of the Kevin Weldon Earthenware Pottery Collection took place 
at the Philippine Consulate General in Sydney on May 30, in celebration of 
Philippine National Heritage Month and the 79th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the Philippines and Australia. The donation, described as a 
tribute to Weldon’s appreciation of Philippine heritage, symbolizes the shared 
commitment to cultural preservation and enduring friendship between the two 
nations. 

Bujang Valley, Bukit Choras an integral part of Southeast Asia’s 
ancient history 

The recent International Conference on the Early History of Southeast Asia, held 
in Malaysia, brought together scholars from the region and beyond to discuss 
early maritime trade and Hindu-Buddhist influences, highlighting Kedah Tua as 
one of Southeast Asia’s oldest civilizations. The conference emphasized Kedah 
Tua and Bujang Valley’s role as major trade hubs connecting West Asia, India, and 
Southeast Asian ports, facilitated by the strategic location near the Isthmus of Kra 
and the Straits of Malacca. Archaeological findings and historical records from 
Indian, Arab, and Chinese sources confirm the region’s vibrant cultural 
exchanges and hybrid religious practices blending indigenous animism with 
Hinduism and Buddhism, evidenced by temple sites and artifacts. Although 
Kedah Tua declined as a trade center after Islam spread in the 13th century, its 
legacy endures through well-preserved archaeological sites and shared 
architectural styles of candis across Southeast Asia, reflecting deep regional 
connectivity and cultural fusion. 
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ANA organizes a temporary exhibition on “Angkor and China” 

The APSARA National Authority, in collaboration with the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong, has launched a six-month exhibition titled “Angkor and China: 
Ceramic Roof Tiles Tradition and Maritime Trade Road” at the Preah Norodom 
Sihanouk-Angkor Museum. Officially opened on June 6, the exhibition highlights 
the ceramic industry during the Angkor period and its cultural, social, and 
commercial ties with China. Visitors can explore art objects from excavations and 
conservation efforts, gaining new insights into the historical connections between 
Angkor and China. The exhibit runs until December 31, 2025. 

Hà Nội hosts large-scale culture, heritage festival 

The Hà Nội People’s Committee has announced the Thăng Long - Hà Nội Festival 
2025, scheduled from October 31 to November 9 at key sites like Hoàn Kiếm Lake 
and the Thăng Long Imperial Citadel. With the theme “Heritage - Connection - 
Era,” the festival will showcase diverse cultural events, including a heritage 
exhibition, puppetry, international music, and an Áo Dài tourism festival. A 
highlight will be the 3D Mapping play Thăng Long Capital. The event aims to 
promote Hà Nội’s cultural identity, foster cooperation, and boost the city’s cultural 
industry, reinforcing its status as a vibrant cultural hub and tourist destination. 

The state of heritage conservation in the Philippines 

Heritage conservation in the Philippines has steadily preserved historic civic and 
church buildings for nearly a century, with landmark efforts like the restoration 
of Intramuros walls and the Metropolitan Theater. Renewed awareness, legal 
support, and innovative projects—such as relocating heritage buildings and 
restoring historic schools—reflect growing commitment despite challenges like 
funding shortages and natural disasters. Driven by dedicated experts and 
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communities, conservation continues to balance protecting the past while 
adapting to modern needs. 

Restoration of the temple causeway in Cambodia’s Angkor 
complex with LMC special fund nears completion 

The restoration of the eastern causeway at Cambodia’s Beng Mealea temple, part 
of the Angkor Archaeological Park, is nearly complete, with about 90% of work 
finished and full completion expected by early July 2025. Funded by the 
Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Special Fund, the project focuses on repairing 
foundations, installing a Naga balustrade, and strengthening beams and pillars to 
preserve the causeway, which had suffered severe damage over time. As 
restoration progresses, the site is gradually reopening to tourists. Beng Mealea, 
built in the mid-12th century from blue sandstone, resembles Angkor Wat and is 
among the key temples in the park, which welcomed over 527,000 international 
visitors in early 2025, generating $24.5 million in revenue. 

Officials have held a meeting to define land use and construction 
rules in the Angkor Heritage site 

Relevant ministries and local authorities in Siem Reap held a meeting chaired by 
Deputy Prime Minister Say Samal to discuss land use and construction 
management within the Angkor World Heritage Site. The gathering, involving key 
officials from the Ministry of Land Management, Urban Planning and 
Construction, the Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts, the Royal Government 
Working Group, the APSARA National Authority, and local administration, aimed 
to build consensus on managing development in the heritage area. They 
reviewed legal frameworks, work procedures, and residents’ lifestyles to ensure 
heritage preservation aligns with international standards, improves locals' 
quality of life, and supports orderly worship and national economic growth, 
following the King’s guidance. 
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ANA organizes a temporary exhibition on “Angkor and China” 

The APSARA National Authority (ANA), in collaboration with the Department of 
Anthropology at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, has launched a six-month 
exhibition titled “Angkor and China: Ceramic Roof Tiles Tradition and Maritime 
Trade Road” at the Preah Norodom Sihanouk-Angkor Museum. Officially opened 
on June 6, 2025, the event was attended by ANA Deputy Director-General Long 
Kosal and LU Qizhi, Director of the Consular Office from the Chinese Embassy in 
Siem Reap. The exhibition highlights the Angkor period’s ceramic industry and its 
cultural, social, and commercial ties with China, featuring artifacts from 
excavations and restoration projects, and will run until December 31, 2025. 
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