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200-YEAR-OLD THAI CULTURAL TREASURE ‘TERID NORA’ STOLEN 

A 200-year-old “Terid Nora” headdress, a culturally significant artifact used in 
Southern Thailand’s traditional Nora dance, was stolen from the Arts and Culture 
Center at Nakhon Si Thammarat Rajabhat University. The theft, discovered in late 
May 2025, also involved an antique sword. University officials were unaware of 
the incident for weeks, prompting police involvement and an internal 
investigation. This is the second major artifact theft at the university in five 
years. 

 

Ancient Buddhist treasures of Ly dynasty revealed in national 
museum 

The Vietnam National Museum of History’s new exhibition, Dance of Zen Gate – 
Buddhist Art of the Ly Dynasty: Heritage and Technology, highlights the spiritual 
and artistic achievements of the Ly dynasty (11th–13th century), a golden era in 
Đại Việt’s visual culture. Fusing Zen Buddhist philosophy with native traditions, 
Ly dynasty art is known for its graceful yet majestic aesthetic, blending divinity 
with everyday serenity. Sculptures from this period, including statues and reliefs, 
showcase refined craftsmanship with stylized yet natural forms, while ceramics 
reflect Buddhist themes through monochrome glazes and intricate motifs such as 
lotus flowers, mythical beasts, and celestial dancers. 
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New regulation updates fees for Thai historical sites and 
museums 

Thailand has recently updated its admission fees for foreign visitors to historical 
sites and national museums. The new fees apply to 72 registered ancient 
monuments and national museums across the country. Thai nationals will 
continue to pay the same rates as they have since 2008, aiming to promote 
cultural learning and preserve national heritage without imposing additional 
financial burdens on local citizens. 

 

ANA restores pillars at the Bakan Tower, Angkor Wat 

The Apsara National Authority (ANA) is restoring the northeast platform of 
Angkor Wat’s Bakan Tower, the final phase of a major preservation project that 
began after completing the southeast platform in January 2024. The restoration, 
which started in February 2025 and is expected to finish by mid-2026, uses 
traditional techniques like lime mortar and manual labor without heavy 
machinery to preserve the temple’s authenticity. While some areas are 
temporarily closed for safety, most of the site remains accessible during the work. 

 

Sarawak Museum receives priceless artefacts, including 
100-year-old machete and 1960s sunhats 

The Sarawak Museum Department received five important artefacts, including a 
nearly 100-year-old parang, rare ceramic vases, and two 1960s Lun Bawang 
sunhats donated by the family of Canadian educators. The items enhance the 
museum's collection and cultural legacy, helping preserve Borneo’s shared 
heritage for future generations.  
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Minister Of Culture Accompanied President Prabowo To Welcome 
Macron To Borobudur Temple 

Indonesian Minister of Culture Fadli Zon joined President Prabowo Subianto in 
welcoming French President Emmanuel Macron to Borobudur Temple, 
highlighting a deepening cultural partnership between Indonesia and France. 
Macron praised the temple as a “spiritual masterpiece,” while Fadli Zon 
emphasized its historical and spiritual significance. The visit underscored both 
nations’ commitment to cultural diplomacy and heritage preservation. 

Apsara Authority Reopens Historic Building to Enhance Angkor 
Tourism and Research 

The Apsara National Authority (ANA) has reopened a historic building at Angkor 
Archaeological Park to enhance tourism and support archaeological research, 
aiming to enrich visitors’ cultural experience. Alongside this, ANA launched the 
"Visit Angkor" app, offering temple information and tour guidance, and is 
partnering with Immersive Angkor to open a high-tech museum in late 2025. 
These efforts demonstrate ANA’s commitment to preserving Cambodia’s heritage 
while advancing visitor engagement and research. 

Modern elements eroding identity of traditional dressing of 
Sabah, Sarawak 

Modern touches in Sabah and Sarawak’s traditional dress have sparked 
debate—some see them as creative updates making heritage relevant to youth, 
while others worry they dilute cultural identity. Experts warn that altering 
traditional attire risks losing cultural values, but efforts like workshops aim to 
educate young people on preserving these important traditions. 
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Plan to install stairlifts in Borobudur to welcome Macron draws 
controversy 

The plan to install a temporary stairlift at Borobudur Temple for French 
President Macron’s visit has sparked controversy. Critics worry it could harm the 
site’s UNESCO status and historical integrity, while officials say it’s a temporary 
measure to improve accessibility without damaging the temple. The debate 
continues over balancing preservation with modern needs. 
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