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Wat Arun Inches Closer to UNESCO World Heritage Status 

UNESCO has officially added the Phra Prang of Wat Arun Ratchawararam (the 
iconic central Khmer-style tower of Bangkok’s Wat Arun) to Thailand’s Tentative 
List for World Heritage status—a vital initial milestone toward full UNESCO 
designation. The nomination was confirmed in a letter dated April 9, 2025, from 
UNESCO Assistant Director-General Ernesto Ottone R. Joining six other sites 
already on Thailand’s Tentative List—including Phanom Rung, Chiang Mai’s 
cultural landscape, and Wat Phra Mahathat—the listing highlights Thai 
commitment to preserving and managing its cultural heritage responsibly.  

 

Hidden Buddha statues unearthed in Laos temple dig 

70 ancient Buddha statues were uncovered at Vat Meuang Kang temple in 
Champasak, southern Laos. The figures, measuring 10–18 cm tall, depict two 
classic Buddhist poses: meditation and the defeat of Mara. Experts estimate they 
date to the 17th or 18th century. After retrieval, teams from the Vat Phou 
Champasak World Heritage Division secured, cleaned, and documented the 
artifacts. Plans are now underway with local officials and temple leaders to 
choose a permanent location for housing the statues, ensuring both preservation 
and public access. The discovery adds to a series of similar finds across Laos, 
deepening understanding of the region’s spiritual and historical heritage 
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Cambodia Nominates Khmer Traditional Wedding for UNESCO 
Intangible Heritage List 

Cambodia has officially nominated its traditional wedding ceremony, known as 
"Khmer Marriage, Khmer Wedding," for inclusion on UNESCO’s Intangible 
Cultural Heritage list. The nomination, submitted in April 2024, aims to preserve 
and promote the rich cultural significance of Khmer matrimonial traditions. The 
ceremony encompasses various elements, including wedding rituals, traditional 
music and songs, ceremonial attire, and adornments, all of which have been 
practiced by Cambodians for generations. The final evaluation by UNESCO is 
expected by the end of 2026.  

 

ANA completes restoration work on G14 Brick Tower of Phnom 
Bakheng Temple 

The APSARA National Authority (ANA) has completed the restoration of Tower 15 
at Phnom Bakheng Temple, a millennium-old structure located south of the 
temple in Cambodia's Angkor Archaeological Park. The six-month restoration, 
finalized in December 2024, involved reinforcing the tower's walls, ceiling, and 
floor, and reorganizing the platform to ensure its stability for future generations. 
Prior to restoration, the tower had suffered significant damage due to age and 
natural elements. The ANA is now preparing the site for reopening to visitors and 
planning the restoration of the adjacent Tower 14. 

 

Cambodia’s genocide sites join UNESCO World Heritage List 

Cambodia’s Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum, Choeung Ek Genocidal Center, and 
M-13 prison have been added to UNESCO’s World Heritage List under the title 
“Cambodian Memorial Sites: From Centres of Repression to Places of Peace and 
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Reflection.” This marks the country's fifth World Heritage listing and its first 
related to modern conflict. The sites commemorate the atrocities committed by 
the Khmer Rouge regime from 1975 to 1979, during which an estimated 1.7 to 2.2 
million people perished. They now serve as educational centers promoting 
remembrance and reconciliation. 

 

Museums and art spaces in Chiang Mai to discover its cultural 
soul 

Chiang Mai is a vibrant hub for art and culture, featuring a mix of traditional 
museums and contemporary art spaces. Key spots include the Lanna Folklife 
Museum, MAIIAM Contemporary Art Museum, and Chiang Mai University Art 
Center. Visitors can explore local history, hill-tribe cultures, and modern Thai art, 
with many venues also offering cafés and creative events. 

 

Restoration work on corner of Angkor Wat’s Bakan Tower in 
Cambodia makes significant progress 

Restoration of Angkor Wat's Bakan Tower's northeast corner is progressing well. 
Initiated in February 2025, the project is a collaboration between Cambodia's 
APSARA National Authority and the Korean Heritage Agency, with completion 
expected by the end of 2026. The platform and stairs in this area were severely 
cracked and structurally compromised. Restorers are carefully repositioning and 
reinforcing stones layer by layer, following expert guidelines from the 
International Coordinating Committee for the Safeguarding and Development of 
the Historic Site of Angkor and the Sambor Prei Kuk Archaeological Site. While 
some sections are temporarily closed for safety, the rest of the site remains 
accessible to visitors. 
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National Museum-Davao records 181-K visitors for 1st half of 2025 

The National Museum of the Philippines – Davao welcomed 181,026 visitors from 
January to June 2025, with 98.57% being local guests. The museum, which opened 
in December 2024, showcases Davao's rich cultural heritage through exhibits like 
“Bahandi: Rituals in Life Cycles” and “Kabilin: Enduring Textile Tradition of 
Mindanao.” Admission is free, and it's located inside People's Park, open Tuesday 
to Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 

Museums embrace creative communication to bring heritage 
closer to the public 

Vietnamese museums are using creative communication—like rebranding, social 
media, and digital storytelling—to better connect with younger audiences. 
Notably, Ho Chi Minh City’s History Museum and War Remnants Museum 
launched fresh campaigns to make heritage more engaging and accessible to the 
public. 

 

Yên Tử – Vĩnh Nghiêm – Côn Sơn – Kiếp Bạc Complex recognised as 
world cultural heritage 

The Yên Tử – Vĩnh Nghiêm – Côn Sơn – Kiếp Bạc Complex, spanning Quảng Ninh, 
Bắc Giang, and Hải Dương provinces in northern Vietnam, was inscribed as a 
UNESCO World Cultural Heritage site in July 2025. The site is celebrated for its 
deep historical, religious, and cultural significance as the birthplace of the Trúc 
Lâm Zen Buddhist tradition, founded by King–Monk Trần Nhân Tông in the 13th 
century.  
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Đà Nẵng Museum opens an exhibition of rare ancient artifacts 

The Đà Nẵng Museum opened a major exhibition called “Echoes from the Past” 
showcasing over 200 rare artifacts from the 15th century to the Nguyễn Dynasty. 
Highlights include ceramics, royal costumes, and bronze items from private 
collectors. The exhibit runs until September 12, 2025, celebrating Vietnam’s 
cultural heritage and encouraging preservation. 

 

A new National Museum is opening soon in Baler 

The National Museum of the Philippines will open a new branch in Baler, Aurora, 
in 2025. It will showcase the region’s cultural and natural heritage, highlighting 
local communities. The museum’s design reflects the area's unique landscape and 
aims to preserve and share local history. 

 

Vietnam’s Thang Long, Co Loa ancient citadels spotlighted at 
France exhibition 

An exhibition on Vietnam’s Thăng Long Imperial Citadel and Cổ Loa Ancient 
Citadel opened in July 2025 at a historic site in Provins, France. It features 
artifacts, multimedia displays, and cultural insights, marking the first 
international showcase of Cổ Loa. The event highlights cultural ties between 
Vietnam and France and runs until December 2026. 

 

South Sumatra digitally preserves ancient Ulu script 

The South Sumatra Culture and Tourism Office is optimizing the digital use of the 
Ulu script application, called Akas, to help preserve this ancient script and make 
it easier for the younger generation to recognize. 
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An Giang races to complete UNESCO nomination dossier for Oc 
Eo-Ba The archaeological site 

An Giang province is speeding up efforts to complete the UNESCO nomination 
dossier for the Oc Eo–Ba Thê archaeological site by the end of 2025. The site, part 
of the ancient Kingdom of Phù Nam, is already on UNESCO’s tentative list and is 
recognized for its historical significance. 

 

Archeological excavation begins at central Vietnam’s My Son 
sanctuary 

An archaeological excavation commenced on July 7, 2025, at the My Son 
Sanctuary in central Vietnam, focusing on uncovering the ancient ceremonial 
pathway of the Cham people. The Ministry of Culture, Sports, and Tourism 
approved the excavation, which spans 770 square meters between K Tower and 
the central temple group. This initiative follows earlier discoveries of a 
12th-century road leading from K Tower to the E-F tower complexes, suggesting a 
sacred route for royal and religious processions. The excavation aims to provide 
scientific evidence to reconstruct the sanctuary's architectural layout and inform 
future conservation efforts. 

 

BRIN uncovers ancient tsunami evidence near Yogyakarta Airport 

Indonesia’s BRIN team found 1,800-year-old tsunami deposits near Yogyakarta 
International Airport, showing the area’s history of major tsunamis. They warn 
that rapid development without disaster planning increases future risks and urge 
safer regional planning. 
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Jakarta, Shanghai Museum hold Cheng Ho voyage exhibition 

The Jakarta provincial government, in partnership with the Shanghai Art 
Collection Museum, is organizing an exhibition titled "Miles Apart, Close at 
Heart," showcasing the journeys of Admiral Cheng Ho from China’s Ming dynasty. 

 

Ancient boat age in Bac Ninh: Questions need answers 
Two ancient boats discovered and excavated in Bac Ninh have just been 
determined to date back nearly 2000 years (?), quite consistent with Dr. Nguyen 
Viet's early assessment. But when their value is clarified, the problem of 
preservation becomes even more difficult. 

 

Guar Kepah gallery ready to receive prehistoric skeletons, says 
Chow 

The Guar Kepah Archaeological Gallery in Penang will open soon to house 41 
prehistoric human skeletons being repatriated from the Netherlands. The gallery 
will serve as a research and education center, showcasing important 
archaeological finds like the 5,000-year-old “Penang Woman.” 

 

Restoration work on corner of Angkor Wat’s Bakan Tower in 
Cambodia makes significant progress 

Restoration work on the northeast corner of Angkor Wat's Bakan Tower in 
Cambodia is progressing well. The project, initiated in February 2025, is a 
collaboration between Cambodia's APSARA National Authority and the Korean 
Heritage Agency, with completion expected by the end of 2026. Prior to 
restoration, the platform and stairs in this area were severely cracked and 
structurally compromised. Restorers are carefully repositioning and reinforcing 
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stones layer by layer, following expert guidelines from the International 
Coordinating Committee for the Safeguarding and Development of the Historic 
Site of Angkor and the Sambor Prei Kuk Archaeological Site. While some sections 
are temporarily closed for safety, the rest of the site remains accessible to visitors. 
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