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Traditional culture is not a decorative material, says artist 

Vietnamese artists stress that traditional culture shouldn't be used as mere 
decoration in art. Instead, it should be deeply understood and personally 
integrated, allowing authentic expression. True heritage-based art reflects the 
artist's spirit, not just surface patterns. 

KK antique shop houses rare 18th-century gong 

A rare 18th-century Borneo gong with unique dragon and crocodile designs is 
housed at Old Soul Vintage in Kota Kinabalu. Weighing nearly 10 kg, it reflects 
Chinese cultural influence and is considered museum-quality. The owner hopes it 
stays in Sabah rather than being sold abroad. 

Travellers throng Bagan for sunset views 

Bagan, Myanmar, continues to captivate both local and international visitors with 
its breathtaking sunsets. Tourists gather at various vantage points, including 
Nyaunglaphak Lake, Sulamani viewpoints, and Buu Pagoda, to witness the serene 
beauty of the ancient city. The allure of Bagan's cultural heritage and natural 
landscapes leaves a lasting impression, prompting many to return and explore its 
timeless charm. 
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UGM Researchers Return Excavated Artifacts to Warloka 
Community in Labuan Bajo 

Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM) returned 40 kg of artifacts and ancestral remains 
to the Warloka community in Labuan Bajo after 15 years. The items include 
jewelry, tools, ceramics, and bones. The remains will be reburied according to 
local customs, and an exhibition space will be created to preserve the heritage. 

Ninh Bình seeks global recognition for cliff-based Hán-Nôm 
inscriptions 

Ninh Binh is seeking UNESCO recognition for 37 ancient Han-Nom cliff 
inscriptions on Non Nuoc Mountain, dating from the 13th to 20th centuries. These 
inscriptions reflect Vietnam’s literary and cultural heritage. Experts believe they 
meet UNESCO's criteria, and the listing would aid preservation and promote 
cultural tourism. 

Bagan Museum draws 18,700+ visitors, earns K22M in 6 months 

In the first half of 2025, Myanmar's Bagan Archaeological Museum attracted over 
18,700 visitors, generating more than K22 million in revenue. Local visitors 
accounted for 18,370, contributing over K18 million, while 402 international 
tourists added K4 million. 

Cham tower reveals 1,000-year-old architectural and spiritual 
legacy 

Ponagar Tower stands as a masterpiece of Cham architecture, constructed over a 
thousand years ago with brickwork and adorned with intricate stone and ceramic 
carvings. 
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World heritage sites offer big opportunities for Quang Ninh’s 
development: official 

Quảng Ninh province sees the UNESCO recognition of the Yên Tử – Vĩnh Nghiêm – 
Côn Sơn – Kiếp Bạc complex as a major boost for cultural tourism and sustainable 
development. Alongside Ha Long Bay – Cát Bà, this second World Heritage site 
strengthens the province’s global profile. Local authorities plan to develop 
heritage-based tourism, improve infrastructure, and ensure preservation through 
community involvement and strict international standards. 

A quest to reclaim lost heritage 

Dr. Kaleena Bulan Michael reunited with a ceremonial hat of her ancestor, 
Kenyah leader Chief Tama Bulan Wang, at the British Museum after 125 years. 
The hat, taken during colonial times, symbolizes the family's heritage and the 
importance of reclaiming indigenous history. 

In search of ‘Ma-yi’ and the roots of PH-China links 

Archaeologists explore Ma-i, an ancient Philippine state linked to Mindoro, 
highlighting its early trade and cultural ties with China that helped shape Filipino 
history and identity. 

The pinnacle of ceramic artistry: Vietnam’s oldest steam cooker 

An exceptional Dong Son-era clay steamer, over 2,000 years old, highlights the 
ingenuity of early Vietnamese innovation. 
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