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ANA to restore Trapeang Khchorng Temple, Phase 2

The APSARA National Authority (ANA) is embarking on Phase 2 of its restoration
project at the 10th-century Trapeang Khchorng Temple (also known as Banteay
Khchorng) in Siem Reap Province. This phase aims to preserve the temple’s
remaining structural integrity and cultural heritage.

Repatriation of human skeletons from Netherlands underway

Malaysia is repatriating 41 Neolithic-era human skeletons from the Netherlands,
expected to arrive in Penang by the end of 2025. The remains, over 5,000 years
old, were excavated locally and will be housed at the new Guar Kepah
Archaeological Gallery, which showcases early human settlements. This effort
highlights Malaysia’s commitment to preserving its cultural heritage.

Ancient Dong Son ceramic steamer declared national treasure

The Dong Tien ceramic steamer, created 2,000 to 2,500 years ago by the Dong Son
culture, has been officially declared a national treasure by Vietnam’s Prime
Minister. This unique artifact, part of a private collection in Ho Chi Minh City,
showcases advanced ancient ceramic techniques with its two-level design—an
upper chamber for steaming food and a lower pot for boiling water—decorated
with intricate rope-impressed patterns. It is considered one of the most valuable
utilitarian objects from the Dong Son era. The steamer is currently on display at
the Ho Chi Minh City Museum of History as part of an exhibition featuring 17
national treasures, highlighting Vietnam’s rich cultural heritage.
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ANA restores the broken window pillars at two locations in
Banteay Samre Temple

The APSARA National Authority (ANA) has restored two fractured window pillars
at Banteay Samre Temple, using a meticulous process of fragment recovery,
cleaning, salt extraction, stone reassembly, and lime mortar repairs to stabilize
and preserve the structures. By carefully replacing missing elements and
reinforcing the bases, the restoration by ANA’s Department of Conservation has
ensured the pillars’ integrity and longevity.

ANA restoring brick tower G13 of Phnom Bakheng Temple

The APSARA National Authority (ANA) has completed the six-month restoration
of Tower G15 at Phnom Bakheng Temple, addressing major structural issues to
ensure long-term stability. The project included wall reinforcement, roof and
platform repairs, and floor stabilization. Cleanup is underway, and restoration of
Tower G14 is planned for 2025 as part of ongoing efforts with the World
Monuments Fund.

Ministers inspect infrastructure project to boost Banteay Thom
Temple access

The Cambodian government is enhancing access to Banteay Thom Temple in
Siem Reap Province through a new infrastructure project. Ministers recently
inspected the construction site, which includes developing a new access road and
improving surrounding facilities. These upgrades aim to facilitate easier visitor
access and support sustainable tourism. The project is part of broader efforts to
promote lesser-known heritage sites and boost local economies.
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Tools over 3,500 vears old discovered in Ninh Binh

Archaeologists discovered 3,800-4,000-year-old stone tools and shell ornaments at
the Man Bac site in Ninh Binh Province, revealing rich prehistoric culture and
early community exchanges. The site may soon receive national heritage
recognition.

Sambor Prei Kuk Temple reports a significant increase in
domestic and international tourism

Sambor Prei Kuk Temple in Kampong Thom Province has seen a sharp rise in
domestic and international tourists, boosting local incomes through community
services like homestays and tours. Authorities plan infrastructure upgrades and
sustainable tourism development from 2025 to 2028.

Archaeological excavation in a place of Thanh Hoa, new
revelation of a magnificent ancient citadel

Archaeologists uncovered key remains at the Ho Dynasty Citadel in Thanh Hoa,
confirming it was a complete ancient capital with palaces, temples, and a royal
stone-paved road. Artifacts from the Tran-H6 and Lé periods support its historical
significance. The findings boost efforts to preserve and promote this unique
heritage site.

The second east gate of Banteay Prei Temple is being restored

The APSARA National Authority (ANA) has begun restoring the second east gate of
Banteay Prei Temple. Their work includes rehabilitating deteriorated brick
towers and reinforcing the sandstone and laterite foundations. They are also
sealing cracks and gaps to prevent water damage and ensure the gate's longevity,
as part of ANA’s ongoing commitment to preserve Cambodia’s 12th-13th-century
heritage sites.

CONTACT US @

SEAMEO SPAFA
81/1, Si Ayutthaya Rd., Dusit, Bangkok, 10300, Thailand

TEL: +662 280 4022 FAX: +662 280 4030

E-mail: spafa@seameo-spafa.org
www.seameo-spafa.org



https://dtinews.dantri.com.vn/culture-and-sport/tools-over-3500-years-old-discovered-in-ninh-binh-20250625101704828.htm
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501710660/sambor-prei-kuk-temple-reports-a-significant-increase-in-domestic-and-international-tourism/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501710660/sambor-prei-kuk-temple-reports-a-significant-increase-in-domestic-and-international-tourism/
https://www.vietnam.vn/en/dao-khao-co-o-mot-noi-cua-thanh-hoa-phat-lo-moi-ve-mot-toa-thanh-co-xua-hoanh-trang
https://www.vietnam.vn/en/dao-khao-co-o-mot-noi-cua-thanh-hoa-phat-lo-moi-ve-mot-toa-thanh-co-xua-hoanh-trang
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501707938/the-second-east-gate-of-banteay-prei-temple-is-being-restored/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
mailto:spafa@seameo-spafa.org
http://www.seameo-spafa.org
https://www.facebook.com/seameo.spafa/
https://www.instagram.com/seameospafa/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/seameo-spafa-35a77394
https://twitter.com/seameospafa
https://www.youtube.com/user/SEAMEOSPAFA

o) UsPALA);

SEAMEO 2
)
A cenTRe ror ancHRE™

Novel discoveries found during excavations at My Son Temple
Complex

Recent excavations at My Son Sanctuary uncovered a 12th-century sacred road
and a rare two-story tower from the 15th century, shedding new light on Champa
Kingdom’s culture. Restoration is ongoing to preserve these discoveries.

Philippine flag, 127 years old, found in Antique

A 127-year-old Philippine flag was discovered in Antique province, believed to
have been brought by General Emilio Aguinaldo in 1898 and used during a
liberation expedition against Spanish rule. The flag is preserved by a local family,
and efforts are underway to have it declared a national treasure and protected as
an important cultural heritage.
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