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“Hidden Hands” Cave in Laos Reveals Prehistoric Art 

The Hidden Hands Cave in Laos’s Khammouane Province features over 200 
prehistoric rock paintings, including hand stencils, animals, and geometric 
shapes—some placed high on the cave walls. These ancient artworks suggest 
cultural connections across Southeast Asia and are being studied and preserved 
by an international team with local community involvement. 

Excavations to be continued on Huế's 1,000 year-old-Champa twin 
tower 

Archaeologists in Huế are set to continue excavations at the nearly 1,000-year-old 
Liễu Cốc Twin Towers, an important Champa heritage site. After earlier 
excavation phases, they plan to uncover the remaining parts of the site to better 
understand its full structure and historical significance. Local authorities are 
coordinating with the Ministry of Culture to obtain official permission for the 
next phase. 

Ministry vows support for Batak culture preservation efforts 

Indonesia’s Ministry of Culture has pledged support for preserving Batak 
heritage, including plans to build a Batak Cultural Museum and propose ulos 
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fabric as intangible cultural heritage. The ministry emphasized collaboration to 
protect and promote Batak traditions. 

Restored causeway at Beng Mealea Temple 

Cambodia’s APSARA National Authority, with financing from China’s 
Lancang‑Mekong Cooperation (LMC) Special Fund, has completed restoration of 
the eastern causeway of the 12th‑century Beng Mealea Temple in the Angkor 
Archaeological Park. Beginning in mid‑May 2024, the 70‑meter‑long, 
13‑meter‑wide causeway—which once suffered significant structural 
damage—has now been reinforced with new foundations, Naga balustrades 
(including heads and bodies), repaired flooring, beams, and pillars. Restoration 
concluded as of July 2025, and the site is gradually being reopened to visitors. 

Culture Minister urges youth to preserve keroncong music 

Indonesia’s Culture Minister, Fadli Zon, called on young people—particularly 
participants in the “Belajar Bersama Maestro” (BBM) program—to not only learn 
from keroncong maestro Sundari Soekotjo, but also to nurture and carry forward 
the tradition of music keroncong. He highlighted keroncong as an essential part 
of Indonesia’s musical identity—originating from Portuguese-Indonesian cultural 
fusion—and urged young musicians to become bridges to the future, ensuring the 
genre’s preservation and evolution. 

Angkor’s temples: a sacred site for Khmer devotion and resilience 

Angkor’s temples, including Angkor Wat, are not only architectural wonders but 
also sacred symbols of Khmer devotion and cultural resilience. They continue to 
serve as active spiritual sites, reflecting Cambodia’s rich heritage and enduring 
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identity despite past hardships. Restoration efforts highlight their lasting 
significance for both worship and national pride. 

Batanes: 137-year-old Itbayat Church set for demolition 

The historic Santa Maria de Mayan Church (also known as Itbayat Church) in 
Itbayat, Batanes—constructed between 1872 and 1888—has suffered extensive 
deterioration from a 2019 earthquake and further damage during Super Typhoon 
Leon in October 2024. Conservation authorities concluded by August 2025 that 
restoration is no longer feasible, and demolition is now planned. 

Cultural approach helps BRIN trace ancient Java tsunamis 

Indonesia's National Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN) is using a cultural 
approach—combining archaeology, local legends, and geological studies—to trace 
ancient tsunamis along Java’s southern coast. At the Batu Kandiri site, 
researchers suspect a tsunami around 500 years ago may have caused the area's 
abandonment. This method helps uncover past disasters and supports disaster 
preparedness today. 

Indonesian team studies pillars beneath ancient Mount Padang 
structure 

An Indonesian research and restoration team working at the megalithic site of 
Mount Padang in West Java is now studying stone pillars beneath the surface that 
may be foundational supports of the ancient structure. Led by Ali Akbar and 
involving multidisciplinary experts, the effort uses advanced imaging tools to 
visualize and investigate potential buried constructions across more than one 
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hectare of the site. Excavation work will soon begin with the help of both 
researchers and local residents. 

Khánh Hoà's Chăm temples: A millennium of history draws 
tourists 

Khanh Hoa Province, known as the “land of ancient towers,” is famous for its 
historic Cham temples such as Po Nagar, Po Klong Garai, Hoa Lai, and Po Rome. 
These temples, some over a thousand years old, showcase unique architecture 
and hold great cultural and spiritual significance for the Cham people. They 
attract many tourists annually, especially during traditional festivals like the Po 
Klong Garai’s Kate festival, helping preserve Cham heritage and promote local 
tourism. 
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