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Ministry of Environment and UNESCO strengthen cooperation on 
sustainable groundwater and heritage preservation 

Cambodia’s Ministry of Environment and UNESCO are deepening cooperation to 
promote sustainable groundwater management and heritage preservation. Key 
efforts include two transboundary aquifer projects in the Greater Mekong 
region—one focused on climate resilience and the other on cross-border 
groundwater governance with Vietnam. Field missions, workshops, and policy 
dialogues conducted in 2024–2025 have enhanced national capacity, assessed 
groundwater-ecosystem links, and supported sustainable water use in areas like 
Boeung Prek Lapov, aligning environmental protection with community 
resilience and heritage conservation. 

An Giang conference discusses world heritage site nomination 
criteria for Óc Eo 

An international conference in An Giang, Vietnam, brought together experts and 
UNESCO representatives to discuss the nomination of the Óc Eo–Ba Thê 
archaeological site as a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage site. The 433-hectare 
site, linked to the ancient Phù Nam kingdom, was added to UNESCO’s Tentative 
List in 2022. The conference focused on strengthening the case for its outstanding 
universal value, integrity, and authenticity, with Vietnam aiming to submit the 
full nomination dossier by 2026. 
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Govt to restore Gunung Padang site this year 

Indonesia’s Ministry of Culture will begin phased restoration of the Gunung 
Padang site in West Java in 2025, based on research with the National Research 
and Innovation Agency (BRIN). The project aims to preserve the site's authenticity 
while addressing ongoing debates over its age and structure, with studies 
suggesting it may date back 10,000–25,000 years. Restoration planning includes 
technical design and funding, guided by multidisciplinary expertise. 

 

Legarda, NHCP unveil 2 restored heritage sites in Antique 

The NHCP unveiled the restored St. John de Nepomuceno Parish Church and Casa 
Municipal de Patnongon in Antique. These sites highlight the province’s rich 
cultural heritage and now serve as key historical landmarks and a museum. 

 

Melaka declaration workshop drives Asean Cultural Cooperation 
and Heritage Transformation  

The International Workshop on the Melaka Declaration on Cultural Heritage 
Value Creation, held in Melaka, Malaysia from 23–24 July 2025, brought together 
over 100 ASEAN delegates, experts, and creative leaders, aiming to strengthen 
ASEAN cultural cooperation and transform heritage into a driver of economic 
growth, innovation, and social unity. 
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Archaeologists restoring centuries-old brick towers in 
Cambodia’s Angkor park 

Cambodian archaeologists have begun restoring two damaged brick towers (Nos. 
11 and 12) at Pre Rup Temple in the UNESCO-listed Angkor Park. Repairs focus on 
stabilizing foundations and walls affected by cracks and water damage. About 
30% of the work is done since May 2025, with completion expected by year-end. 

Visit a 160-Year-Old Chapel Inside Saigon's Historic St. Joseph's 
Seminary 

The St. Joseph Seminary Chapel in Ho Chi Minh City, built in 1871, is a notable 
example of French Gothic architecture. Designed by Father Louis Théodore 
Wibaux, it features a vaulted nave and 14 Stations of the Cross. Located in District 
1, the chapel and seminary are open daily for visitors to explore its peaceful 
ambiance and religious artifacts. 

 

Field survey planned to identify national costumes 

Myanmar’s Ministry of Religious Affairs and Culture is conducting a nationwide 
survey to document and standardize traditional ethnic costumes. The effort aims 
to preserve authentic attire, correct misconceptions, and produce official 
publications with detailed descriptions and images. The first ten designs have 
already been submitted for approval. 
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San Agustin Church in Intramuros flooded amid Habagat rains 

Heavy monsoon rains caused flooding at San Agustin Church in Intramuros, 
Manila. Authorities used pumps to remove water from the historic UNESCO 
World Heritage site, highlighting the ongoing flood challenges in Metro Manila. 

Ceramics museum of nation-founding period inaugurated 

The Ceramics Museum of the Nation-Founding Period in Ho Chi Minh City, 
opened in July 2025, displays over 400 artifacts from ancient Vietnamese cultures. 
Highlights include the Dong Son ceramic steamer, a national treasure showcasing 
advanced kiln technology from the Hung Kings era. 
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