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India offers conservation partnership to Thailand

India, through its Archaeological Survey (ASI), has offered to collaborate with
Thailand on archaeological conservation and heritage restoration projects. This
initiative is part of India’s broader “Project Mausam,” which aims to revive
historical and cultural ties among Indian Ocean nations. The ASI has extensive
experience working on similar projects across Southeast Asia, including in
Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, and Myanmar. While India has expressed interest and
is awaiting a formal proposal, Thailand has yet to respond officially to initiate the
partnership.

DPWH upholds integrity, heritage preservation in restoration of
fire-hit Manila Post Office

The Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) has entered into a
memorandum of agreement with the Philippine Postal Corporation (PHLPost) to
restore and rehabilitate the Manila Central Post Office (MCPO), which was
severely damaged by fire in May 2023. The restoration will be done in phases,
beginning with work on the facade and lobby, targeting completion in time for
the next ASEAN Summit. Heritage agencies such as the National Historical
Commission will oversee the restoration to ensure that the building’s historical
value and architectural integrity are preserved. The project will follow strict
heritage conservation standards, particularly under Philippine laws like the
National Cultural Heritage Act.
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Indonesia Menari Now Returns to Jakarta and Ten Other Cities
Reviving Traditional Dance and Celebrating Indonesia’s Rich
Cultural Heritage

Indonesia Menari 2025, a nationwide dance festival, returned in October after a
four-year hiatus due to the pandemic. Held simultaneously across 11 cities,
including Jakarta, the event engaged over 35,000 participants of all ages in
celebrating Indonesia’s rich cultural heritage through traditional dance. In
Jakarta, the competition took place at Grand Indonesia Mall, featuring 600
dancers performing in various mall locations, culminating in a final performance
at the Fountain Atrium. The winning team, Elpro Art Dance from South Jakarta,
received a cash prize of IDR 15 million. The festival, organized by Galeri
Indonesia Kaya and supported by the Bakti Budaya Djarum Foundation, aims to
promote cultural preservation and inclusivity through dance.

Bujang Valley, Malaysia: Unveiling Southeast Asia’s Ancient
Civilisation and Its Growing Tourism Appeal

Bujang Valley in Malaysia’s Kedah state is a key archaeological site dating back
over 2,800 years, known for its ancient civilization and advanced iron smelting at
Sungai Batu. Recent efforts, including the reopening of the Bujang Valley
Archaeological Museum and the “Archaeological Trails of Ancient Kedah”
program, aim to promote heritage tourism while preserving the area’s rich
history. Despite challenges from development threats, Bujang Valley is becoming
a growing destination to explore Southeast Asia’s ancient cultural heritage,
especially ahead of Visit Malaysia Year 2026.
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Hue brings heritage into the digital age

Hue city is embracing digital technology to preserve and promote its rich cultural
heritage, combining tradition with innovation. The Hue Monuments
Conservation Center has introduced “Digital Identification” and “Nguyen Dynasty
Antiques Exhibition,” assigning unique IDs to relics, using 3D digitization and
blockchain for authenticity, and putting artifacts on a digital exhibition platform
with VR/AR, metaverse, and multilingual QR codes. After a pilot with 10 identified
antiquities in 2024, the program expanded in 2025 to include nearly 100 more,
and the city plans to move forward with digital ID for about 1,000 antiquities. The
effort reflects Hue’s goal to become a model for integrating conservation and
development, turning heritage into a lasting, living part of modern cultural
tourism.

Learn to work with Singapore’s archaeological finds at new
heritage centre in Jalan Sultan

Singapore is opening a new centre called ArCH Square in November, located at
125 Jalan Sultan, aimed at engaging the public with both archaeological artefacts
and intangible cultural heritage. The space will showcase items like a
19th-century uri pot (used in Islamic customs) and host workshops where visitors
can help process unearthed artefacts. It provides a space for heritage
practitioners to run exhibitions and crafts at subsidised rates. Also, “Archaeology
101” workshops will teach participants how to handle artefacts, contributing both
to public understanding and building local capacity in archaeology.
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Ancient glass beads of Bacong, Negros Oriental

Archaeological research of jar burial sites in Bacong, Negros Oriental (Central
Philippines) has uncovered about 110 glass beads dating back roughly 2,000
years, part of the Metal Age (500 BCE-1000 CE). These beads are mostly small,
monochromatic “Indo-Pacific” types—drawn from glass tubes and sometimes
wound—with colors including red, blue, green, yellow, and more. Analyses show
they were made in or passed through regions like South India, Sri Lanka, the
Sasanian Empire (West Asia), Mainland Southeast Asia, and China. The trade in
these beads reflects extensive maritime exchange networks: local communities in
the Philippines traded products such as cotton, pearls, tortoiseshell, forest goods
and animal materials in return. The beads served roles in decoration, burial
rituals, and as markers of social status, and their presence offers important
insights into early culture, identity and trade in Island Southeast Asia.

Heritage preservation reminders out after Davao quake

Following a magnitude 7.4 earthquake off Davao Oriental, the Philippines’
National Historical Commission (NHCP) issued guidelines to protect heritage sites
and artifacts in affected areas, emphasizing that people’s safety must come first.
It advised caretakers not to enter damaged structures until authorities confirm it
is safe, and to secure premises, assess structural stability, document damage,
carefully retrieve and wrap artifacts, and store them properly while keeping
debris-affected parts together. The NHCP also discouraged sharing images of
damaged sites online due to risks of misuse, and pledged to assist local
communities with technical support and restoration guidance.
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NMP-Cebu brings heritage education to barangays

The National Museum of the Philippines—-Cebu (NMP-Cebu) has launched a
“Mobile Museum Boxes” project to extend heritage education to grassroots
barangays across Cebu City as part of the Local Government Month 2025. Led by
Audrey Dawn Tomada, the initiative was presented to Mayor Nestor Archival and
will bring curated mini-exhibits featuring Cebu’s natural flora and fauna,
historical artifacts, and symbolic cultural items to barangays that may not be able
to visit the museum in person. The goal is to build connections between the
museum and local communities, deepen awareness of Cebu’s cultural identity,
and promote joint efforts between NMP-Cebu and the City government to
preserve and protect heritage.

NHCP, NCCA conduct technical inspections of Cebu
earthquake-affected heritage sites

After a 6.9-magnitude earthquake struck northern Cebu on September 30, 2025,
the National Historical Commission of the Philippines (NHCP) and the National
Commission for Culture and the Arts (NCCA) conducted rapid assessments and
technical inspections of heritage churches and historic structures in affected
municipalities—including Liloan, Catmon, Daanbantayan, Bantayan, and sites in
Cebu City.The teams documented extensive structural damage to centuries-old
churches, harm to movable heritage objects and archival materials, and are now
preparing detailed reports to guide future restoration and rehabilitation efforts
led by national cultural agencies.
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Bagan Archaeological Museum plans to open on religious days

The Bagan Archaeological Museum in Myanmar is planning to stay open on
religious holidays in response to the high visitor numbers during these periods.
Normally, the museum is closed on Mondays and public holidays. Museum
officials noted that religious festivals attract many tourists and pilgrims, and they
have submitted a proposal to formally allow opening on those special days. For
example, on 8 October, the museum saw 1,087 domestic visitors plus four foreign
tourists; during the Popa Festival in September, about 800 people visited per day.
Admission is K1,000 for local tourists, K10,000 for foreigners, and free for monks,
children under 12, and students with a school letter.

Mural restorations completed at Kyaiklat Chaung Pagoda and
Tilawkaguru Cave

Restoration work has been completed on mural paintings at Kyaiklat Chaung
Pagoda and Tilawkaguru Cave in the Sagaing Region, which were partially
damaged during the Mandalay earthquake. These conservation efforts were
carried out by the Department of Archaeology and National Museum using public
donations. The murals in Kyaiklat Chaung are valued as prime examples of art
from the Pinya period, while those in Tilawkaguru Cave represent outstanding
works from the Nyaungyan period (17th century AD), including decorative motifs
like lotus patterns on the ceiling and the Buddha’s footprint at the entrance to the
Gandakuti chamber.
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‘lava_Man’ return marks Indonesia-Netherlands reconciliation:
Foreign Ministers

The return of the "Java Man" fossils from the Netherlands to Indonesia marks a
significant milestone in the two countries' historical reconciliation and mutual
trust. During a bilateral meeting in Jakarta on October 9, 2025, Indonesian
Foreign Minister Sugiono and Dutch Foreign Minister David van Weel discussed
the repatriation of over 28,000 fossils from the "Dubois Collection," unearthed by
Dutch geologist Eugene Dubois in the 1890s. The collection includes the remains
of "Java Man," the first Homo erectus fossils discovered by modern scientists,
challenging previous theories that early humans only emerged in Africa and
Europe. This gesture is seen as a step toward healing historical wounds and
fostering deeper scientific and cultural cooperation between the nations.

Niah Caves, gateway to 65,000 years of heritage

The Niah Caves complex in Sarawak (Malaysia) is one of the oldest known
archaeological sites in Southeast Asia, with evidence of human activity dating
back about 65,000 years, based on microlithic tools and other finds.Human
remains such as the famous “Deep Skull” (~40,000 years old) have also been
uncovered there. In July 2024, the site was formally inscribed by UNESCO as a
World Heritage Site, recognising its exceptional universal value both for its long
span of human habitation and for its cultural and natural heritage. The
recognition brings new focus to preserving its archaeological deposits, rock
paintings, ancient burials (including boat-shaped coffins), and the area’s
biodiversity and landscape, while improving access and supporting sustainable
tourism.
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Incredibly Ancient Human Skeleton Unearthed in Thailand, from
27,000 BC

In a groundbreaking discovery, archaeologists in Thailand have unearthed the
remains of a child, nicknamed "Pangpond,” in a cave within Khao Sam Roi Yot
National Park, Prachuap Khiri Khan province. Radiocarbon dating has confirmed
the remains are approximately 29,000 years old, making them the oldest human
skeleton ever found in Thailand. The child, aged between 6 and 8 years, was
buried with artifacts including axes, seashells, and animal bones, suggesting a
complex burial ritual. The cave also features ancient rock paintings, providing
further insight into the spiritual and cultural practices of early humans in the
region. This discovery offers valuable information about prehistoric human life
in Southeast Asia during the Ice Age.
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