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ArCH Square Opens: Look Into Singapore’s Past Through Archaeology
And Heritage

The newly-opened ArCH Square, Singapore’s first dedicated centre for
archaeology and intangible cultural heritage, launches on 25 October at 125 Jalan
Sultan in the historic Kampong Glam neighbourhood. Managed by HeritageSG (a
subsidiary of the National Heritage Board), it offers free entry and houses
permanent displays of artefacts—including stone tools over 3,000 years old,
WWII shipwreck finds and urns used in past childbirth rituals—alongside
hands-on archaeological workshops. Visitors can touch sherds, meet real
archaeologists, and participate in experiential programmes (like batik tying and
floral tradition installations) that bring Singapore’s living heritage to life.

Two Lampung's ancient manuscripts added to national heritage
list

Two ancient Lampung manuscripts have been added to Indonesia’s 2025 National
Collective Memory list for their cultural and historical value. The Poerba Ratoe
manuscript (1907-1915) documents Lampung’s history, customs, and governance,
while Ingok Perjanjian Kita (17th-18th century) is a spiritual text describing a
sacred pact between humans and nature. Their inclusion highlights efforts to
preserve Lampung’s rich written heritage.
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A Priceless 1,300-Year-Old Treasure Discovered Under a Sleepin
Thai Buddha Statue

At the temple Wat Thammachak Semaram in the Sung Noen district of Thailand’s
Nakhon Ratchasima province, archaeologists discovered a hidden cache of over
30 ornate metal objects—gold rings, silver earrings, bronze bracelets and
embossed plaques—buried beneath the head of a 13-metre-long reclining Buddha
statue, believed to be Thailand’s longest. The deposit is dated to the late 7th
century CE and is tied to the early Dvaravati civilization, offering new insight into
its ritual practices: these objects were deliberately placed under the statue,
aligned with spiritual ideas of consecration and protection. The find is notable
not just for the quality of the artefacts but for the intact context in which they
were discovered, opening up fresh understanding of early Mon-Buddhist culture
and trade links in Southeast Asia.

Cheo Festival 2025 to bring traditional theatre to life in Bac Ninh

The 2025 National Cheo Festival is being held in Bac Ninh, Vietnam, from October
20 to November 2. This major cultural event features 21 performances by nearly
900 artists from 11 professional Cheo troupes across the country. The festival
showcases both traditional and contemporary works that reflect Vietnamese
social life, celebrate the homeland, and honor moral and humanistic values
rooted in Vietnamese culture. Notable productions include the Military Cheo
Theatre’s "General Vo Nguyen Giap," which portrays the 56 arduous days and
nights of courageous struggle by Vietnamese soldiers and civilians. The festival
serves as an important platform to assess the creativity, staging, and performance
quality of Cheo across the country and to honor individuals and groups who have
made significant contributions to preserving and revitalizing this art form.
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15 Indonesian Cultural Heritage Recognized By UNESCO And
Global

VOI Indonesia highlights Indonesia's rich cultural heritage, with 15 traditions
officially recognized by UNESCO. These include Batik, Kebaya, Noken Papua,
Jamu wellness culture, Keris, Wayang, Angklung, Gamelan, and others. Each of
these cultural elements reflects Indonesia's diverse traditions and has been
acknowledged for their universal value, underscoring the nation's commitment
to preserving its cultural identity.

Archaeologists restoring Banteay Samre Temple's front terrace in
Cambodia's Angkor complex

Archaeologists are restoring the deteriorated front terrace of the Banteay Samre
Temple in Cambodia's Angkor Archaeological Park. The southwest section has
suffered significant damage, including decayed stones and displaced pillars,
compromising its structural integrity. The restoration, initiated in early 2025,
involves reinforcing the foundation, replacing damaged materials, and sealing
the floor to prevent water infiltration. Although heavy rains have slowed
progress, the team aims to complete the project within the planned year.

Century-old stupa collapses in Isan

A century-old stupa in Isan, Thailand, has collapsed due to heavy rains, causing
significant damage to the structure and surrounding temple buildings. The stupa,
located in the northeastern region of Thailand, was a prominent historical and
cultural landmark. The collapse has raised concerns about the preservation of
ancient structures in the face of natural disasters. Authorities are assessing the
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damage and planning restoration efforts to preserve the site's historical
significance.

14-day search for shipwrecks in San Bernardino Strait set

The San Bernardino Strait in Northern Samar, Philippines, will be the focus of a
14-day underwater expedition running from 5 to 18 November 2025 led by the
National Museum of the Philippines in partnership with U.S. research firm
Allen Exploration. The mission aims to locate shipwrecks from the historic
Manila-Acapulco Galleon Trade and naval vessels lost during World War II.
Advanced sonar and deep-sea mapping tech aboard the vessel Armada A86 will
be used, and preliminary research suggests up to seven wreck sites may exist in
the target waters of the municipalities of Allen, Lavezares, Biri and Capul.

Bagan Archaeological Museum receives 1000+ visitors daily after
Thadingyut

The Bagan Archaeological Museum in Nyaung-U, Myanmar, has started receiving
over 1,000 visitors per day following the Thadingyut Festival holidays. On 8-10
October, daily counts of domestic visitors were 1,087, 1,115 and 1,043
respectively, along with a few foreign visitors. The surge corresponds with the
start of the dry travel season, and the museum expects more visitors during
upcoming holiday periods.

Bujang Valley, Malaysia: Unveiling Southeast Asia’s Ancient
Civilisation and Its Growing Tourism Appeal

Malaysia’s Bujang Valley in Kedah, home to ancient sites dating back to around
788 BCE, is being developed as a key heritage tourism destination. Once a major
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Southeast Asian trade hub, it features early iron-smelting sites and
Hindu-Buddhist temple ruins. The government’s new “Archaeological Trails of
Ancient Kedah” initiative aims to boost local involvement and attract visitors
ahead of Visit Malaysia Year 2026.

Minister Pushes for Repatriation of Indonesian Historical
Artifacts from Germany

Fadli Zon, Indonesia’s Culture Minister, has announced that his ministry will
formally request the repatriation of historical Indonesian artefacts currently held
in Germany. He emphasized that many of these objects were taken during the
colonial era and are integral to Indonesia's cultural identity and heritage. The
initiative is part of a broader campaign to reclaim cultural assets from European
countries, following the upcoming return of over 28,000 fossils from the
Netherlands.

Earthqguakes claim not just lives but also centuries of built
heritage

The recent series of strong earthquakes in the Philippines have not only caused
tragic loss of life but also severely damaged and destroyed historic buildings and
heritage sites that have stood for centuries. Many old churches, bell towers,
ancestral homes and cultural landmarks—symbols of community identity and
craftsmanship—have been cracked, partially collapsed or otherwise
compromised. Heritage agencies stress that while saving lives is the top priority,
safeguarding these irreplaceable structures and their movable heritage items is
also critical in the aftermath of such disasters.
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Archaeologists Uncover Hidden Gold Treasure Beneath Ancient
Buddha Statue in Thailand

Archaeologists in Thailand discovered 33 gold, silver, and bronze
artifacts—including jewelry and a gold sheet showing a seated Buddha—hidden
beneath a 1,300-year-old reclining Buddha statue. These finds reveal the
advanced art and spiritual culture of ancient Thailand’s Dvaravati period.

Philippine history stored abroad

Many important parts of Philippine history—like documents and artifacts—are
kept in other countries, which makes it hard for Filipinos to access and learn
about their own past. The article suggests making these materials easier to get, so
Filipinos can better understand and connect with their history.
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