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Traditional water puppetry leaps forward with major autumn
deals

The Viét Nam Puppet Theatre recently signed major contracts worth about VND
21 billion (US$796,000) during the Autumn Fair 2025 in Ha N¢i, marking a big step
forward for the country’s traditional water puppetry. Partnering with Stage VN
Company and HTD Group, the theatre aims to expand performances for both
domestic and international audiences. Director Nguyén Tién Diing highlighted
that these collaborations will help preserve and modernize the folk art, while the
partners plan to integrate puppetry into tourism and children’s cultural
education programs.

Minister highlights Indonesia's rich civilizational heritage

Indonesia’s Culture Minister Fadli Zon emphasized the country’s immense
civilizational heritage at the 2025 UISPP Inter-Regional Conference, noting that
Indonesia’s more than 1,340 ethnic groups across its 17,000 islands and 718
spoken languages reflect interconnected civilizations built on knowledge systems,
rituals, oral traditions and maritime heritage. He announced the repatriation of
the fossil collection of Eugéne Dubois (including over 28,000 specimens) as a step
toward cultural sovereignty, and highlighted the country’s ancient rock art,
human-fossil-rich caves, and maritime-era pictographs as part of a continuous
human narrative worthy of global recognition.
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Centuries-0Old Ceramics on Display at a Siem Reap City Museum

A new exhibition at the Preah Norodom Sihanouk-Angkor Museum in Siem Reap,
titled “Production and Use of Ceramics at the Angkor Site,” showcases about 20
styles of ceramics from the 9th to 14th centuries. Featuring pieces from sites like
Phnom Kulen and Sorsey, the display highlights the sophistication of Angkor-era
pottery and its roles in daily life, religion, and royal settings. Open until
December 2025, the show aims to raise awareness of Cambodia’s ancient ceramic
heritage.

"Royal Bronzes" exhibition brings Cambodia's treasures to
Minneapolis

The Minneapolis Institute of Art is hosting Royal Bronzes: Cambodian Art of the
Divine from October 25, 2025, to January 18, 2026, featuring over 200 Khmer
bronze artworks, including statues and ritual objects—some shown in the U.S. for
the first time. A highlight is the monumental “Reclining Vishnu” sculpture, a
Cambodian national treasure. Organized in collaboration with the Musée Guimet
and Cambodia’s National Museum, the exhibition celebrates the spiritual, royal,
and artistic legacy of Cambodia’s bronze-casting tradition.

'JTava Man,” the first Homo erectus discovered, is finally going
home

The famous Java Man fossils—key evidence of Homo erectus discovered in
1891—are being returned from the Netherlands to Indonesia after more than a
century abroad. The repatriation, part of a larger return of 28,000 fossils from the
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colonial era, marks a major step toward restoring Indonesia’s scientific heritage
and access to vital human-evolution evidence.

Minister calls for preservation of prehistoric Harimau Cave in
Sumatra

Indonesia’s Minister of Culture has called for the preservation of Gua Harimau
(Tiger Cave) in South Sumatra, a prehistoric site containing 82 human fossils and
rock-art paintings. The cave, predating Austro-Melanesian communities, is crucial
for understanding early human civilization in the region, and the minister urged
the use of modern techniques and integration with museums for research and
community engagement.

Supreme Court Rules Against State: Fine Arts Department Cannot
Seize Phimai Residents' Land

The Supreme Administrative Court has delivered a landmark judgement in
favour of over a thousand residents in Phimai District, ruling that the Fine Arts
Department (FAD) acted unlawfully in attempting to expand the Phimai Historical
Site boundary onto private property.

Uncover the Art of Pottery in Saigon: A New Exhibition Showcases
Vietnam’s Rich History

An exhibition titled “Twong Gém Sai Gon Xua — Nghé Thuat va Di San” (Old Saigon
Pottery Statues — Art & Heritage) opened at the Ho Chi Minh City Museum of
History in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, showcasing more than 50 rare pottery
works—from statues and vases to domestic utensils—that trace the craft’s
evolution in Saigon from the 18th-19th centuries. The exhibit highlights the blend
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of local artisan tradition and foreign influences, and emphasises both cultural
heritage and tourism appeal.

Singapore Opens ArCH Square, the Region’s First Centre for
Archaeology and Intangible Cultural Heritage

Singapore has opened ArCH Square in Kampong Gelam, the region’s first centre
dedicated to archaeology and intangible cultural heritage. The centre showcases
artefacts over 3,000 years old alongside traditional crafts, offers hands-on
workshops like “Archaeology 101,” and serves as a collaborative space for
researchers, artisans, and the public to engage with Singapore’s past and living
traditions.

Indonesia aims to register dangdut as UNESCO cultural heritage

The Dangdut music genre in Indonesia is being considered for nomination as an
intangible cultural heritage by UNESCO, according to the Minister of Culture Fadli
Zon. He hopes the genre will help amplify Indonesia’s cultural soft power and be
enjoyed globally, not just domestically.

Rural Cambodian dance experience brings traditional arts to life

In rural Arey Ksat, Cambodia—just a 10-minute ferry ride from Phnom Penh—a
cultural initiative by Khmer Arts Action (KAA) now offers immersive traditional
Khmer dance, theatre and music performances in an authentic outdoor village
setting. Called Steps & Stories: Khmer Dance Experience, it presents art forms such
as apsara dance, shadow-puppet theatre (sbek thom) and lakhon in the
rice-paddy backdrop, while helping local artists earn a living.
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