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National Heritage Board is holding a pop-up museum till Dec 14 

featuring objects contributed by Singaporeans 

The “Museum of U & Me” is a pop-up exhibition by Singapore’s National Heritage 
Board, running from October 9 to December 14, 2025, at the National Museum of 
Singapore. It showcases everyday objects from both the national collection and 
the public, organized around themes like work, home, leisure, and food. Designed 
to make heritage personal and relatable, the exhibit includes interactive displays, 
3D-printed replicas, and a tie-in TV series that explores the stories behind these 
objects. The initiative aims to connect Singaporeans to their shared history 
through familiar, lived experiences. 
 

Experts assess historic church’s structure, heritage after 
quake 

A team made up of engineers, architects, and heritage specialists—led by ICOMOS 
and USC CHERISH—has been deployed to evaluate the damage sustained by a 
historic church after a recent earthquake. Their goal isn’t just to assess structural 
harm, but also to plan restoration efforts that preserve the church’s cultural, 
artistic, and spiritual significance. Parish officials have urged the public not to 
disturb or remove any debris, since every fragment may provide clues essential 
for the restoration work. The National Historical Commission of the Philippines 
(NHCP) and the National Commission for Culture and the Arts (NCCA) are 
expected to join in, reinforcing the national commitment to accurately restoring 
this heritage building. 
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Pioneering Archaeology in the Middle Mekong Basin: An 
Interview with Dr. Joyce White, University of Pennsylvania 

Dr. Joyce White, a pioneering archaeologist from the University of Pennsylvania, 
has significantly contributed to Southeast Asian prehistory, particularly through 
her work at Ban Chiang, Thailand, and the Middle Mekong Archaeological Project 
(MMAP) in Laos. In an interview with Popular Archaeology, she discussed her 
extensive fieldwork and research, highlighting the discovery of over 10,000 years 
of human habitation along the Mekong River near Luang Prabang. Her team 
identified various archaeological sites, including the Tham Hua Pu cave with 
Hoabinhian stone tools, and uncovered a rich assemblage of ceramics and 
polished stone adzes, indicating the area's role as a crossroads of ancient trade 
and cultural exchange. Dr. White emphasized the importance of the region's 
geography, with its numerous tributaries feeding into the Mekong, facilitating 
communication and trade among decentralized societies. This research not only 
sheds light on the prehistoric human occupation of the Middle Mekong Basin but 
also underscores the region's enduring significance in Southeast Asian history. 

 

26th Performing Arts Competitions (Central Level) enters 3rd day 

The third day of Myanmar’s 26th Performing Arts Competition in Nay Pyi Taw 
featured youth and student contestants showcasing traditional music, dance, and 
instrument performances. Events included classical songs, xylophone, flute, and 
orchestra contests, as the week-long cultural event continued with support from 
officials and dignitaries. 
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Learn to work with Singapore’s archaeological finds at new 

heritage centre in Jalan Sultan 

Singapore is stepping up efforts to preserve and share its archaeological heritage 
through the launch of HeritageSG, a new body under the National Heritage Board 
aimed at making archaeology more accessible to the public. This follows decades 
of significant finds at sites like Fort Canning and Padang, and more recently, two 
major shipwreck discoveries near Pedra Branca containing artefacts dating back 
to the 14th century. To better protect such treasures, the government is proposing 
new laws requiring permits for excavations, mandatory reporting of finds, and 
clearer ownership rules for artefacts—especially those over 75 years old. These 
moves reflect growing recognition of Singapore’s deep historical roots and its role 
in ancient maritime trade networks. 

UNESCO nomination dossier for Oc Eo-Ba The site urged to be 
completed 

Vietnam’s An Giang Province is finalizing the nomination dossier for the Oc Eo‑Ba 
submitting for UNESCO World Cultural Heritage status. Covering over 430 
hectares, the site represents the ancient Oc Eo culture that thrived between the 
1st and 7th centuries AD and was first discovered in the 1940s. Recognized as a 
Special National Relic in 2012 and placed on Vietnam’s tentative UNESCO list in 
2022, the dossier is being carefully prepared by local and national agencies 
alongside research institutions to meet UNESCO’s standards. The final submission 
is expected by early 2026, marking a significant step toward international 
recognition of this culturally rich and historically important site. 
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Int’l partnerships breathe new life into Vietnam’s cultural 

heritage 

Vietnam advanced its cultural heritage preservation through international 
partnerships, receiving significant support from countries like the U.S., India, 
France, and organizations such as UNESCO and the British Council. Key projects 
include the restoration of the Trieu To Temple in Hue funded by a $700,000 U.S. 
grant, conservation of the My Son Sanctuary backed by India, and efforts to 
preserve traditional crafts and intangible cultural heritage like Hue royal court 
music. These collaborations have helped shift Vietnam’s approach from simple 
restoration to sustainable heritage management linked with local economic 
development, though challenges like coordination and skilled workforce 
shortages remain. 

Octobookfest Celebrates Cambodia’s Cultural Heritage Through 
100 Rare Books 

Cambodia celebrated its rich cultural heritage at the second edition of 
Octobookfest, held at the Gallery of Sofitel Phnom Penh Phokeethra. The 
month-long exhibition showcased over 100 rare and out-of-print books that delve 
into Cambodia’s history, traditions, and untold stories. Featured works included 
the "Dictionary of Plants Used in Cambodia" and limited-edition photographic 
collections by Arjay Steven and Kim Hak. The festival also hosted author 
meet-and-greets, reading circles, and book signings, fostering a deeper 
connection between literature and cultural preservation. Proceeds from the sale 
of select books supported charitable causes, such as the Kantha Bopha Children's 
Foundation and local meal programs for the disadvantaged. This initiative 
underscored Cambodia's commitment to preserving its cultural identity through 
literature and community engagement. 
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Boun Lai Heua Fai held in Luang Prabang, Laos 

Boun Lai Heua Fai, also known as the Festival of the Boats of Light, is a vibrant 
annual celebration held in Luang Prabang, Laos, marking the end of Buddhist 
Lent. Taking place on October 8, 2025, the festival featured beautifully crafted 
boats made from bamboo and decorated with candles, flowers, and religious 
symbols, which were paraded through the town and released into the Mekong 
River as offerings to water spirits, especially the Naga. The event blends spiritual 
devotion with community creativity, symbolizing purification, gratitude, and the 
casting away of bad luck. It also includes lantern displays, cultural performances, 
and temple rituals, attracting both locals and tourists and reinforcing the city's 
rich cultural and religious heritage. 

Indonesia pushes for return of historic keris, royal artifacts 
abroad 

Indonesia is actively seeking the return of several historic artifacts currently held 
abroad, particularly in Europe and the United States. These include the keris of 
national hero Teuku Umar, the Nogo Siluman keris associated with Prince 
Diponegoro, and various Javanese royal heirlooms housed in Dutch museums. 
The Indonesian government argues that these items were taken during the 
colonial era through improper means and are vital to the nation's cultural 
heritage. This repatriation effort is being led by the Ministry of Education, 
Culture, Research, and Technology, following the successful return of the Dubois 
fossil collection (including the “Java Man”) from the Netherlands. The initiative 
reflects Indonesia’s broader commitment to restoring national identity and 
preserving its cultural sovereignty. 
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Santubong Archaeological Park set to anchor Sarawak’s 
heritage tourism landscape 

The Santubong Archaeological Park in Sarawak has officially opened as a key 
heritage tourism destination, following a RM36.6 million development. Located 
near the Sarawak Cultural Village, the park features major sites like Sungai Jaong, 
Bongkissam, and Bukit Maras, showcasing ancient artifacts, petroglyphs, and 
evidence of early maritime trade and Hindu-Buddhist influences from the 9th to 
14th centuries. It also includes the Wallace Centre, highlighting the work of 
naturalist Alfred Russel Wallace. The park aims to promote cultural education 
and tourism by combining archaeological significance with natural landscapes 
and historical storytelling. 

Pahang’s fascinating history unfolds at the Sultan Abu Bakar 
Museum 

The Sultan Abu Bakar Museum in Pekan, Pahang, showcases the state's rich royal 
and cultural history. Once a British residence and royal palace, it was turned into 
a museum in 1976. Recently renovated with modern displays and interactive 
exhibits, it now plays a key role in promoting heritage tourism and preserving 
Pahang’s identity. 
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