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Historic Shipwreck Discovered in Malaysia

The discovery of a large ancient shipwreck on Pulau Melaka in Malaysia is
reshaping our understanding of the region’s maritime history. Believed to be
between 1,200 and 1,300 years old, the vessel — estimated to measure 50-70
metres in length - appears to predate the known founding of the Melaka
Sultanate around 1262 CE. Made from local saga and merbau hardwoods, the ship
suggests indigenous ship-building expertise rather than a foreign origin.
Archaeologists also found porcelain fragments and coins at the site, indicating
high status and possibly noble ownership of the vessel. The discovery has
prompted the state to declare the site a restricted zone to protect it during
excavation and conservation.

Princess Sirivannavari leads Thai fabric and craft competition

Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya presided over the national finals of
the “Phra Rajawat Siri Ratchapatra” Thai fabric and craft competition at
ICONSIAM’s Suralai Hall on November 1. The event featured 59 entries from
across Thailand—54 fabric works and 5 crafts—celebrating traditional artistry
and innovation. Fifteen entries received gold medals, while a special honor went
to the Montra Thikarn Group from Kalasin for their exceptional fabric design.
During the ceremony, Princess Sirivannavari toured the exhibits, praised the
legacy of Queen Sirikit in promoting Thai textiles, and encouraged artisans to
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preserve their cultural heritage while pursuing creative growth and modern
craftsmanship.

Tourist sites at Hué Monuments Complex reopen after floods

The Complex of Hué Monuments (including the Hué Imperial Citadel) reopened to
visitors on the morning of 4 November 2025 after recent flooding. Although most
areas are now accessible, some sections remain under repair — for example, a
15-metre stretch of the citadel wall along bang Thdai Than Street collapsed during
the flood and has been cordoned off for safety.

Johor lion dancers lift title as Sarawak Open ends

The Sarawak Open International Dragon and Lion Dance Cup 2025, held on 1-2
November in Kuching, saw Johor’s Qun Yi Lion Dance team crowned champions
in the Traditional Southern Lion Dance category with 9.36 points. Second place
went to Sarawak’s Liang Sheng troupe, and third to Melaka’s Sam Tiong Keng
team. Over 500 performers from more than 45 teams across Malaysia and
neighboring countries showcased their skills, celebrating lion and dragon dance
as both cultural heritage and competitive sport.

ANA Organises a Workshop on the Implementation of New
Circuits at Some Temples in the Angkor Site

ANA, via its Department of Tourism Development and Culture, recently organised
a workshop titled “The Implementation of New Circuits at Angkor Wat, Ta Prohm,
Banteay Srei, Chau Say Tevoda, Thommanon, Phnom Krom and Neak Poan
Temples” within the Angkor Archaeological Park. In the workshop, stakeholders
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discussed how to organise and operate newly-designed visitor circuits to improve
visitor flow, safeguards, and interpretive experiences at these temple sites.

Museum nights light up Ha Néi’s art scene

The Viét Nam National Fine Arts Museum in Ha No¢i has launched a monthly
“Night at the Museum” programme, held on the last Friday of each month.
Visitors can enjoy flashlight tours, live art demonstrations, craft workshops, and
live music while exploring the museum’s collections after dark. Each event has a
unique theme — such as “Charming Autumn” or “Winter Street Stories” — and
runs from 6 pm to 9:30 pm, with tickets priced at VNb 250,000. The initiative aims
to make art more engaging and accessible, offering both locals and tourists a
fresh, interactive cultural experience in the capital.

Some 765,000 foreign tourists visit Angkor Archaeological Park in
ten months

In the first ten months of 2025, the Angkor Archaeological Park in Cambodia
welcomed approximately 765,518 foreign tourists, marking a slight decline of
about 1.12 % compared to the same period last year. The admission tickets
generated roughly US$35.6 million in revenue, a decrease of about 1.15 %.
Despite the small drop, the figures indicate that the site’s tourism recovery
post-pandemic is stabilising rather than rapidly expanding.

Hué Imperial Citadel tourism sites temporarily close due to
flooding

Heavy rains and rising river levels have forced the temporary closure of the Hue
Imperial Citadel starting November 3, 2025. Floodwaters from the Huong and B6
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Rivers have exceeded warning levels, making parts of the site unsafe for visitors.
The citadel had already experienced closures from October 27-30 due to flooding,
and authorities advise checking updates before planning a visit.

Sarawak’s Borneo Cultures Museum ranks No. 1 globall
surpassing France’s Louvre for online votes

The Borneo Cultures Museum in Kuching, Sarawak, has soared to the top of the
global online “By Voting” leaderboard on the Museum World Ranking website,
surpassing the iconic Louvre Museum in Paris. At one point it recorded over
4,245 votes compared to the Louvre’s 4,027. The museum, which opened in March
2022, is Malaysia’s largest museum and the second-largest in Southeast Asia, and
it features five storeys of thematic galleries showcasing Sarawak’s cultural
heritage and diversity.
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