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Singapore Hawkers’ Celebration & Awards 2025 Honors Culinary 
Heritage 

The 2025 Singapore Hawkers’ Celebration & Awards (24 Nov) honoured 
long-standing hawker families and stalls for preserving Singapore’s hawker 
heritage — a living, UNESCO-recognised intangible cultural heritage — 
acknowledging their role in sustaining culinary identity, tradition, and 
community culture. 

 

Laos Celebrates Hin Nam No as Its First Natural World Heritage 
Site 

Laos officially celebrated the inscription of Hin Nam No National Protected Area 
as the country’s first UNESCO Natural World Heritage Site. The designation 
recognises the landscape’s outstanding geological, ecological, and cultural value, 
including its complex karst formations and traditional knowledge systems. 

Timor-Leste Culture Festival Showcases National Heritage (25–28 
Nov 2025) 

Running 25–28 November at the Presidential Palace in Dili, the Timor-Leste 
Culture Festival features traditional music and dance, cultural exhibitions, 
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handicrafts and culinary heritage — promoting national identity and 
safeguarding intangible heritage. 

Culture Minister Promotes Cultural Preservation in 
Kanchanaburi 

On 22 November, Thailand’s Culture Minister visited Kanchanaburi to advance 
cultural preservation initiatives and strengthen creative-economy development 
tied to heritage resources. 

Southeast Asian Gong Festival to Feature Record-Setting Cultural 
Performances 

Lam Dong Province announced new details about the upcoming Southeast Asian 
Gong Festival (Dec–Jan), highlighting regional artisans, UNESCO-listed gong 
traditions, and planned record-setting heritage showcases. 

“Art Deco: Modernity and Design in the Philippines 1925–1950” 
exhibition 

On 27 November, the National Museum of Fine Arts launched a major exhibition 
celebrating Philippine Art Deco heritage. The exhibit features over 300 objects — 
including architectural models, period furniture, photographs and decorative arts 
— highlighting a pivotal era of Filipino design history. 

 

Thailand Biennale Phuket 2025 Set to Launch with “Eternal 
[Kalpa]” Theme 
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The Thailand Biennale Phuket, organized by OCAC under the Ministry of Culture, 
is preparing to open later this month. The event brings together Thai and 
international contemporary artists, activating the island as an open-air platform 
for art and cultural dialogue. 

Borneo Creative & Culture District (BCCD) 2025 Strengthens 
Regional Arts & Heritage 

Held in Kota Kinabalu, the BCCD 2025 festival brought together artists, cultural 
practitioners, and creative communities from across Borneo to showcase 
traditional crafts, contemporary art, and regional heritage. The event emphasised 
cross-border cultural identities and intergenerational transmission of knowledge. 

Ilocos Norte & National Museum Sign Agreement on First 
National Museum in Paoay 

The provincial government of Ilocos Norte and the National Museum of the 
Philippines signed a formal agreement on 19 November to establish the first 
national museum in Paoay. The museum will house natural history, arts, and 
cultural-heritage galleries, strengthening regional heritage conservation and 
research. 

Culture Minister Calls for Law to Prevent Unauthorized Replicas 
of World Heritage Sites 

Cambodia’s Minister of Culture proposed new legislation to address the 
unauthorized replication of World Heritage Sites such as Angkor. The move aims 
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to strengthen legal protections, preserve authenticity, and ensure that cultural 
representations adhere to heritage integrity standards. 

Cambodia Marks 20 Years of Shadow Theatre on UNESCO 
Intangible Heritage List 

A feature celebrating two decades since Sbek Thom (Khmer shadow theatre) was 
inscribed on UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage list, underscoring ongoing 
cultural-preservation efforts. 

National Museum ‘Rejuvenated’ to Attract Younger Visitors 

Muzium Negara introduced refreshed galleries and new educational initiatives 
aimed at engaging younger audiences and reviving interest in Malaysia’s national 
heritage. Updated displays, interactive elements, and redesigned learning 
materials aim to strengthen museum-based cultural education. 
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