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Pantun Inscribed on UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List 

UNESCO recognised Pantun, a traditional Malay poetic form, for its cultural 
significance and continued importance in regional literary heritage. 

 

Smithsonian Returns Three Khmer Sculptures to Cambodia 

The Smithsonian’s National Museum of Asian Art returned three looted Khmer 
artefacts, reinforcing international collaboration in ethical heritage repatriation. 

U.S. Museum to Return 13 Looted Khmer Masterpieces to 
Cambodia 

The Asian Art Museum of San Francisco agreed to repatriate 13 significant Khmer 
sculptures to Cambodia, marking a major restitution milestone. 

Chorm Temple to Reopen After Six-Year Conservation Overhaul 

Following six years of restoration and conservation works, Chorm Temple in 
Kampong Thom is set to reopen, highlighting Cambodia’s commitment to 
safeguarding built heritage. 

 

Angkor Archaeological Park Marks 33 Years as UNESCO World 
Heritage Site 

Angkor commemorated its World Heritage anniversary, with authorities 
highlighting ongoing conservation achievements and management efforts. 
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APSARA Authority Reports Ongoing Angkor Conservation Works 

APSARA National Authority updated ongoing temple stabilisation, stone 
conservation and safeguarding measures across Angkor sites. 

Indonesia Surveys Damage to Cultural Heritage Sites After 
Sumatra Disasters 

Authorities assessed the impact of recent natural disasters on heritage structures 
to guide conservation responses and restoration planning. 

 

Prehistoric Heritage Research Continues at Situs Song Terus 

Research at the prehistoric Situs Song Terus cave complex continues to deepen 
understanding of early human lifeways in Java. 

LiDAR Detects Potential New Megalithic Site in West Java 

LiDAR scanning identified landscape formations suggesting a previously 
undocumented megalithic site, opening opportunities for future archaeological 
study. 

Malaysia Integrates Technology into Heritage Conservation 
Practices 

Malaysia strengthened efforts to incorporate digital tools and innovative 
technologies into national heritage documentation and safeguarding. 

 

300-Year-Old Historic Pulpit Collapses at Maragondon Church 

A centuries-old pulpit collapsed inside the heritage church, drawing renewed 
attention to conservation needs in historic religious architecture. 
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Philippines’ Asin Tibuok Inscribed on UNESCO Intangible Cultural 
Heritage List 

UNESCO inscribed Bohol’s Asin Tibuok salt-making tradition as a significant 
element of living Filipino cultural heritage. 

 

National Museum of Singapore Hosts International Contemporary 
Art Exhibition SKULLPANDA: CAGE–UNCAGE 

A new exhibition explores identity, creativity and visual expression within 
Singapore’s national heritage museum context. 

 

Singapore’s National Heritage Board Updates Heritage Grants 
Scheme 

NHB updated its Minor and Major Project Grants, offering enhanced support for 
community-led heritage projects, exhibitions and engagement initiatives. 

Thailand Advances Chiang Mai UNESCO World Heritage 
Nomination 

Thailand is progressing its nomination of “Chiang Mai, the Capital of Lanna” for 
World Heritage inscription, highlighting the city’s historic temples and urban 
heritage. 

Thai Ministry of Culture Engages Creative Industry Leaders to 
Support Film & Media Development 

Cultural leaders, filmmakers and artists met with government officials to discuss 
strengthening Thailand’s creative and media arts landscape. 
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Bangkok Prepares to Open Dib Bangkok, a New International 
Contemporary Art Museum 

A major new contemporary art museum is set to open in Bangkok, strengthening 
the city’s cultural infrastructure and creative ecosystem. 

Timor-Leste Celebrates Tais as UNESCO Intangible Cultural 
Heritage 

Timor-Leste marked UNESCO recognition of Tais weaving traditions, reaffirming 
national efforts to safeguard this important living heritage. 

Archaeological Excavations Reveal Sacred Pathway at My Son 
Sanctuary 

Recent archaeological work uncovered architectural and ritual elements at the 
My Son Sanctuary, enriching understanding of Champa sacred heritage. 
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