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Museum Timah Indonesia Mentok gains National Cultural 
Heritage status 

The Museum Timah Indonesia (MTI) in Mentok, Bangka Barat, has been officially 
designated a Cagar Budaya Nasional (National Cultural Heritage) by Indonesia’s 
Ministry of Culture, following the 6th National Cultural Heritage Assessment 
Session. The decision also elevates Masjid Jamik Mentok to national heritage 
status, expanding the number of nationally recognised heritage sites in Bangka 
Barat and reinforcing the museum’s role as a key centre for tin-mining history 
and heritage tourism. 

 

Cebu City Public Library awarded a historical marker by the 
NHCP 

The Cebu City Public Library, housed in the 1939 Rizal Memorial Library and 
Museum designed by architect Juan M. Arellano, has been formally honoured 
with a historical marker by the National Historical Commission of the 
Philippines. The recognition secures its status as one of Cebu’s key heritage 
landmarks and highlights its layered history as wartime headquarters, temporary 
city hall, hospital, and now a combined public library and city museum. 
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“Healing Arts Singapore” launches arts & health initiative and 
THRivE toolkit for arts/heritage practitioners 

NUS, NAFA/UAS and the Jameel Arts & Health Lab, in collaboration with WHO, 
announce Healing Arts Singapore, a week-long national arts-and-health 
programme running 8–12 December 2025. The initiative includes symposia, 
policy meetings and events at institutions like National Gallery Singapore, and 
launches THRivE (Tools for Health Research and Evaluation in arts and heritage), 
described as Asia’s first comprehensive digital toolkit to help arts and heritage 
practitioners evaluate the health and wellbeing impact of their 
programmes—developed with support from the National Heritage Board. 

Vietnam Film Week brings Vietnam, Laos closer 

The Vietnam Film Week 2025 — held in Laos (2–6 Dec, closing 6 Dec) — 
showcased Vietnamese films to Lao audiences, promoting cultural exchange, 
strengthening bilateral solidarity and mutual heritage-awareness through cinema 
— a form of intangible cultural and artistic heritage. 

First Bac Ninh Provincial Chèo Festival celebrates intangible 
heritage 

The inaugural Chèo Festival of Bac Ninh Province brought together more than 
500 artisans, musicians, and performers from 12 clubs to celebrate and revitalise 
Chèo — Vietnam’s traditional folk-theatre form. The festival aims to strengthen 
grassroots transmission, encourage participation from younger generations, and 
reinforce community-based safeguarding of intangible heritage. 
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Bekelan Temple site in Klaten revealed to be in deteriorated 
condition 

Archaeological site Situs Candi Bekelan in Klaten has deteriorated significantly, 
with reliefs and architectural elements partially buried under vegetation. Experts 
note the site’s archaeological value but highlight that its ODCB (Objek Diduga 
Cagar Budaya) status prevents it from receiving conservation funding. 

Ministry begins recovery of 43 disaster-damaged cultural heritage 
sites in Sumatra 

Indonesia’s Ministry of Culture is coordinating emergency assessments and 
conservation work for 43 heritage sites impacted by recent disasters in Aceh, 
North Sumatra and West Sumatra. Key sites include Masjid Azizi, Makam 
Kesultanan Langkat, and Rumah Tjong A Fie. 

Sabah cultural village showcases and preserves multi-ethnic 
indigenous heritage 

Mari Mari Cultural Village in Inanam, Sabah, highlights the heritage of five major 
indigenous groups—Dusun, Rungus, Lundayeh, Bajau and Murut—through 
demonstrations of traditional burial practices, ritual dances, longhouse 
architecture, indigenous games like the lansaran, and traditional foods. The 
village acts as a living heritage centre for public education and cultural 
transmission. 
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Thailand launches “Night-time Tourism at Ancient Monuments & 
Museums” national heritage programme 

The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts Department launch a nationwide 
programme enabling night-time access to ancient monuments and museums, 
beginning with Ayutthaya Historical Park and expanding to sites in Sukhothai, Si 
Satchanalai, Phimai, Kamphaeng Phet, and multiple national museums. The 
initiative strengthens heritage engagement, promotes cultural tourism, and 
enhances appreciation of World Heritage sites through special evening routes 
and illuminated presentations. 

Arte Moris & HWPL continue peace mural project in Dili 

Timor-Leste’s leading art school Arte Moris, together with HWPL, completes their 
third peace mural at the University of Peace (UNPAZ). The murals integrate 
Timorese visual heritage with peace-education themes, promoting community 
cohesion, youth engagement, and cultural expression through public art. 

Muara Cianten Inscription relocated due to erosion and flood risk 

Indonesia’s Ministry of Culture has accelerated the relocation of the Muara 
Cianten inscription, a stone inscription believed to date to the Tarumanegara 
period, due to increasing erosion risks along the Cisadane River in Bogor. The 
relocation follows years of conservation recommendations, as the inscription’s 
original position on the riverbank has become unstable. The move is part of a 
broader cultural-landscape planning effort that will include site interpretation 
and community outreach to strengthen public understanding of Bogor’s early 
historical heritage. 

 

CONTACT US @  

SEAMEO SPAFA 
81/1, Si Ayutthaya Rd., Dusit, Bangkok, 10300, Thailand 
TEL: +662 280 4022   FAX: +662 280 4030  
E-mail: spafa@seameo-spafa.org 
www.seameo-spafa.org  

  

 

 

 

https://www.bangkokbiznews.com/lifestyle/art-living/1211189
https://www.bangkokbiznews.com/lifestyle/art-living/1211189
https://en.tatoli.tl/2025/12/06/arte-moris-and-hwpl-continue-peace-mural-project-in-timor-leste-a-model-for-art-based-peace-education/17/
https://www.balpos.com/nasional/1796932205/pemindahan-prasasti-muara-cianten-dipercepat-kawasan-cagar-budaya-bogor-siap-berubah
mailto:spafa@seameo-spafa.org
http://www.seameo-spafa.org
https://www.facebook.com/seameo.spafa/
https://www.instagram.com/seameospafa/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/seameo-spafa-35a77394
https://twitter.com/seameospafa
https://www.youtube.com/user/SEAMEOSPAFA


 

 

Five Maluku Barat Daya sites evaluated for formal Cagar Budaya 
designation 

Heritage experts from the Tim Ahli Cagar Budaya (TACB) of Maluku Barat Daya 
have convened to examine five proposed heritage objects for formal listing as 
Cagar Budaya. These include Benteng de Haan, a colonial-era fort; Gambar Wajah 
Gua Alaw Sorat, a notable rock-art site; and two sacred cultural locales, Lutur Ina 
Leta and Lutur Leta Lolotuara. The evaluation applies Indonesia’s heritage 
regulations (UU 11/2010; PP 1/2022), reflecting the district’s efforts to systematise 
cultural-heritage protection and promote local historical awareness. 

Bohol’s Asin Tibuok salt-making tradition inscribed on UNESCO’s 
Urgent Safeguarding List 

The centuries-old artisanal tradition of producing Asin Tibuok, a distinctive 
Boholano sea-salt made using coconut husk filtration and clay pots, has been 
added to UNESCO’s List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent 
Safeguarding. The inscription recognises both the uniqueness and vulnerability 
of the craft, which is practised by only a few remaining families. Philippine 
cultural agencies emphasise that the listing will help mobilise safeguarding 
programmes, intergenerational transmission, and community-based 
revitalisation. 
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