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Preservation of Traditional Malay Massage 

A five-day training course in Brunei strengthened community knowledge of 
Traditional Malay Massage (urut Melayu), emphasizing correct technique, health 
benefits, and heritage preservation. Attendees included retirees, teachers, and 
youth, with the aim of supporting sustainability of this intangible cultural 
practice. 

 
MoRAC Union Minister inspects cultural heritage sites in Keng 
Tung 
Myanmar’s Union Minister for Religious Affairs and Culture visited multiple 
heritage sites in Keng Tung, including the Cultural Museum & Library, restored 
city gates, and archaeological excavation areas. Guidance focused on 
preservation, maintenance, and site care, while also reviewing archival museum 
collections tied to local rulers. 

Major art festivals and forums underway during Singapore Art 
Week (mid-Jan 2026) 

Singapore Art Week programming includes forums and exhibitions at major 
galleries (e.g., National Gallery Singapore), bringing together discussions on 
contemporary art, curation, and regional fine arts exchange. 
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Siem Reap ranked among the world’s top cultural destinations for 
2026 

Siem Reap province, home to the UNESCO-listed Angkor Archaeological Park, has 
been ranked 13th among the “25 Best Cultural Destinations in 2026” by 
TripAdvisor. The recognition highlights the enduring global significance of 
Angkor as a centre of archaeological heritage and cultural tourism. 

 

Global taskforce works to recover stolen cultural heritage linked 
to Angkor-era artefacts 

An investigative report examines the work of an international Heritage Crime 
Task Force focused on tracing and recovering stolen cultural property. Recent 
operations involved artefacts potentially originating from the Angkor period of 
the Khmer Empire, highlighting ongoing challenges related to illicit trafficking 
and the importance of international cooperation in heritage protection and 
repatriation. 

 

Government commits to revitalise Pasir Angin Site Museum 

Indonesia’s Minister of Culture affirmed the government’s commitment to 
revitalising the Pasir Angin Site Museum in Bogor District, West Java. The 
initiative aims to strengthen interpretation of the site’s archaeological 
significance and improve visitor engagement, particularly among younger 
audiences. 
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Indonesian Cultural Outlook 2026 highlights cultural diplomacy 
strategy 

Indonesia’s Cultural Outlook 2026 outlines national priorities for cultural 
development and diplomacy, emphasising the strategic role of culture in 
international engagement, heritage promotion, and creative sector growth in the 
year ahead. 

 

Indonesia welcomes return of “Java Man” fossils (Video report) 

A video report documents Indonesia’s reception of returned “Java Man” fossil 
material, among the earliest evidence of Homo erectus. The report highlights 
issues of archaeological stewardship, repatriation of scientific heritage, and the 
role of museums and international cooperation in managing significant 
paleoanthropological collections. 

Officials inspect newly discovered ancient Buddha images in 
Champasak 

Senior provincial officials inspected recently uncovered ancient Buddha images 
at Ban Vernkhao village, Khong District, Champasak Province. The 
artefacts—reported to number over 100 and dating to the 17th–18th 
century—were found buried in a clay jar, a traditional method for safeguarding 
sacred objects. Authorities are planning documentation, conservation, and future 
public display. 

Art exhibition “In Loving Remembrance of the Queen Mother” 

An art exhibition titled In Loving Remembrance of the Queen Mother presents 93 
paintings by national artists, faculty alumni, and students, celebrating the legacy 
of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother. Hosted at Siriraj 
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Piyamaharajkarun Hospital in Bangkok, the exhibition also supports fundraising 
efforts for cancer patient care, linking fine arts with public benefit. 

 

New book highlights Việt Nam’s UNESCO heritages 

A newly published book, Dấu Ấn Việt Nam Trên Bản Đồ Di Sản Thế Giới, presents 
50 of Vietnam’s UNESCO-recognised heritage elements, spanning cultural, 
natural, intangible, and documentary heritage. The publication promotes 
heritage awareness and underscores the importance of safeguarding nationally 
and internationally recognised sites and practices. 

 

Vietnam moves to nominate Oc Eo–Ba The archaeological site for 
UNESCO World Heritage status 

Vietnam is preparing a nomination dossier for the Oc Eo–Ba The archaeological 
site in An Giang province to be inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List, 
highlighting its significance as an early regional centre of trade, craftsmanship, 
and cultural exchange in Southeast Asia. 

 

2,000-year-old brick tomb unearthed in Quảng Ninh Province 

Archaeologists in Quảng Ninh Province have uncovered a 2,000-year-old brick 
tomb featuring multiple chambers and associated artefacts, providing new 
insights into burial practices and cultural developments during the early 
Common Era. Documentation and conservation planning are currently 
underway. 
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UNESCO World Heritage nomination discussions for Chinese new 
villages 

Malaysia’s The Star reports that the non-governmental organisation ICOMOS 
Malaysia prepared World Heritage nomination proposals for selected Chinese 
new villages, with government officials expressing support for recognising 
cultural heritage regardless of ethnicity. The parliamentary discussion highlights 
ongoing efforts to broaden international recognition of Malaysia’s diverse 
community heritage. 

Philippines launches National Arts Month 2026 with “Art 
Fridates” and park concerts 

The National Commission for Culture and the Arts (NCCA) officially launched 
National Arts Month (NAM) 2026 in Intramuros, Manila, marking the start of a 
month-long programme celebrating Filipino creative expression. Highlighted 
activities include Art Fridates sessions and Concert at the Park performances 
across multiple venues, supporting broader public engagement with the arts as 
part of the country’s cultural landscape. 

NCCA unveils “Balaang Bata” exhibition exploring Filipino 
history and devotion 

The National Commission for Culture and the Arts (NCCA) has opened Balaang 
Bata, an exhibition at the NCCA Gallery in Intramuros that brings together a 
significant collection of Santo Niño images and sculptures from across the 
Philippines. The exhibition traces enduring Filipino devotional traditions through 
historical and artistic narratives, highlighting faith, cultural continuity, and 
shared memory. 

 

 

CONTACT US @  

SEAMEO SPAFA 
81/1, Si Ayutthaya Rd., Dusit, Bangkok, 10300, Thailand 
TEL: +662 280 4022   FAX: +662 280 4030  
E-mail: spafa@seameo-spafa.org 
www.seameo-spafa.org  

  

 

 

 

https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2026/01/21/unesco-world-heritage-nominations-for-chinese-new-villages-made-by-ngo-says-nga
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2026/01/21/unesco-world-heritage-nominations-for-chinese-new-villages-made-by-ngo-says-nga
https://www.philstar.com/lifestyle/arts-and-culture/2026/01/21/2502488/art-fridates-concert-park-among-national-arts-month-2026-activities
https://www.philstar.com/lifestyle/arts-and-culture/2026/01/21/2502488/art-fridates-concert-park-among-national-arts-month-2026-activities
https://boholislandnews.com/2026/01/21/nccas-balaang-bata-ph-history-and-devotion-in-one-space/
https://boholislandnews.com/2026/01/21/nccas-balaang-bata-ph-history-and-devotion-in-one-space/
mailto:spafa@seameo-spafa.org
http://www.seameo-spafa.org
https://www.facebook.com/seameo.spafa/
https://www.instagram.com/seameospafa/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/seameo-spafa-35a77394
https://twitter.com/seameospafa
https://www.youtube.com/user/SEAMEOSPAFA


 

 

Archaeologists restore northern library at Angkor Wat 

Archaeologists are undertaking conservation work on the northern library at 
Angkor Wat, focusing on stabilising foundations, repositioning fallen stone 
elements, and reinforcing deteriorated structural components. The restoration 
project, led by Cambodia’s APSARA National Authority, aims to ensure the 
long-term preservation of this key architectural element within the 12th-century 
temple complex. 
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