
 

 

NEWS COLLECTION  
        January 24 - 30, 2026 

Malaysian Batik Heritage Highlighted in Brunei 

The Borneo Bulletin reported on an exchange highlighting Batik heritage, 
illustrating cross-border cultural efforts and the promotion of traditional fine arts 
within the Malay world. 

 
Budget Increase for Heritage Preservation 
Cambodia has increased its 2026 budget for cultural heritage preservation to 
$46.52 million, an increase of $600,000 from 2025. This allocation includes $15 
million specifically for Angkor Archaeological Park and $5 million for intangible 
cultural heritage promotion and protection. 

Repatriation of Looted Treasures 

A major update detailed Cambodia's steady recovery of looted artifacts, including 
centuries-old bronzes like the Avalokiteshvara Padmapani and Vajrapani. These 
items were previously held by foreign institutions but are being returned as 
museums address the provenance of their collections. 

Cambodian Art Showcase in South Korea 

The Cambodian Ambassador to South Korea pledged diplomatic support for an 
initiative to showcase Khmer art at the Multi-Culture Museum of Korea. The 
exhibit is expected to include royal regalia and Apsara dance sculptures to 
promote Cambodian civilization in Seoul. 
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Designation of World’s Oldest Rock Art as National Heritage  
Following the recent announcement that cave paintings in Metanduno Cave, 
Muna Regency, Southeast Sulawesi, are approximately 67,800 years old, 
Indonesia’s Minister of Culture Fadli Zon confirmed that the site will be elevated 
to National Ranked Cultural Heritage status. This designation allows for direct 
central government intervention in its protection and conservation. 

 

Repatriation of Historical Artifacts from the Netherlands 

Solo City (Surakarta) has officially initiated a request to repatriate a significant 
collection of local artifacts currently stored in the Netherlands. The requested 
items include ancient manuscripts, statues, wayang puppets, and a set of gamelan 
instruments, which are intended to be housed in the Radya Pustaka Museum, 
Indonesia's oldest museum. 

Art Jakarta Papers 2026 Announced 

Details were released for Art Jakarta Papers 2026, a new fair dedicated entirely to 
paper-based art (drawings, prints, photography, and archival practices). The 
inaugural event, scheduled for February 5–8 at Pondok Indah Mall 3, will feature 
28 galleries from across Indonesia and Asia. 

 

Bilateral Cultural Partnership with France 

Indonesia and France reaffirmed their strategic cooperation in museum and 
heritage management during a high-level meeting on January 27. The 
partnership focuses on utilizing culture and heritage as pillars of soft-power 
diplomacy and enhancing bilateral museum exchange. 
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Guar Kepah Archaeological Gallery opens in Penang 

On January 24, 2026, the new Guar Kepah Archaeological Gallery in Penang 
officially opened to the public. The gallery is built on a historic shell midden 
excavation site and is now home to the "Penang Woman," Malaysia's first 
complete Neolithic skeleton, a significant national discovery. 

Vietnam finalises UNESCO World Heritage dossier for Oc Eo – Ba 
The archaeological site 

Vietnam’s Deputy Prime Minister signed off on the scientific dossier for Oc Eo – 
Ba The archaeological site, to be submitted for UNESCO World Heritage 
consideration before 30 January 2026. The site illustrates ancient trade and 
cultural exchanges in southern Vietnam and highlights Vietnam’s strategic 
heritage diplomacy. 

 

New World Documentary Heritage Space Unveiled in Hanoi 

Vietnam’s Ministry of Home Affairs’ State Records and Archives Department 
opened a dedicated space in Hanoi to celebrate Vietnam’s World Documentary 
Heritage and outstanding national archival collections. The venue features 
interactive displays, digital access to archival documents, and historical materials 
linked to Vietnam’s governance and cultural development, making archival 
heritage more accessible to the public. 

 

Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism Orders Report on Cham 
Pottery Heritage 

Vietnam’s Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism (Bộ VHTTDL) issued official 
instruction Document No. 345/BVHTTDL-DSVH to the People’s Committees of 
Khánh Hòa and Lâm Đồng provinces requiring detailed reports on the protection 
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status of Cham pottery art heritage, currently listed on UNESCO’s List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. The directive 
applies formal reporting obligations under the 2003 Convention for safeguarding 
intangible cultural heritage, demonstrating regulatory engagement with heritage 
monitoring and conservation. 

 

Philippines: NCCA champions PH as a performing arts hub for 
ASEAN 2026 

The National Commission for Culture and the Arts (NCCA) outlined ambitions for 
the Philippines to be seen as a regional centre for performing arts during its 2026 
ASEAN Chairmanship, stressing people-to-people cultural exchange through the 
ASEAN-Korea ROUND Festival as a platform for cultural connectivity beyond 
formal policy.  

38 Oxley Road Gazetted and Acquired 

On January 29, 2026, the Singapore government officially announced the 
acquisition of 38 Oxley Road, the former residence of founding Prime Minister 
Lee Kuan Yew. This follows its designation as a National Monument on December 
12, 2025. The National Heritage Board (NHB) and Singapore Land Authority (SLA) 
stated the acquisition aims to safeguard the site's "historic significance and 
national importance," preventing private redevelopment and ensuring its 
preservation for detailed study. 

Thailand Advances UNESCO Bid for Chud Thai 

On January 26, 2026, the Minister of Culture discussed international cooperation 
for the nomination of "Chud Thai: The Knowledge, Craftsmanship and Practices 
of the Thai National Costume" to the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage list. 
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UNESCO Creative Cities Festival in Sukhothai 

The Sukhothai Historical Park is hosting the "UNESCO Creative Cities Thailand @ 
Sukhothai" festival from January 30 to February 1, 2026, showcasing Sangkhalok 
ceramics and traditional folk arts. 

Fine Arts Department to plan restoration for 30 border 
archaeological sites 

Thailand’s Fine Arts Department reported that following surveys of historic 
structures along the Thai-Cambodian border — where approximately 30 ancient 
sites were found damaged — it is now preparing detailed restoration and 
conservation plans, including formal heritage registration and phased 
rehabilitation of priority sites. 
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